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Background: UN77 in 2022 
 
The UN General Assembly is one of the six main organs of the United Nations, the only one in which all Member 
States have equal representation: one nation, one vote. All 193 Member States of the United Nations are 
represented in this unique forum to discuss and work together on a wide array of international issues covered by 
the UN Charter, such as development, peace and security, international law, etc. In September, all the Members 
meet in the General Assembly Hall in New York for the annual General Assembly session. The General Assembly 
allocates to the Third Committee, agenda items relating to a range of social, humanitarian affairs and human 
rights issues that affect people all over the world. 

 
UN77 Official Program Highlights 
 

• General debate: Tuesday, 20 September to Monday, 26 September 2022 (including Saturday, 24 
September)  

• Summit on Transforming Education: Friday and Saturday 16-17 September, Monday, 19 September 2022 
held immediately after this year’s SDG Moment 

 

General Debate  

The 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) opened on Tuesday, 13 September 2022 at the 
UN Headquarters in New York, in the first in-person format since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Heads of states and governments from 193 Member States made statements in-person in the General Assembly 
Hall, on the theme “A watershed moment: transformative solutions to interlocking challenges”. High-level events 
included the annual Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Moment and the Transforming Education Summit.  
 
In U.S. President Biden’s address, he urged the international community to apply greater pressure on Russia to 
end its military occupation of eastern Ukraine, and also pushed back on the notion that the U.S. is blind to the 
suffering of lower-income governments. In an effort to highlight its leadership role on global health, the U.S. 
hosted the Sept. 21 seventh replenishment meeting to fund the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria. The meeting raised $14.25 billion, nearly $4 billion short, but more than the fund raised in its previous 
replenishment session. 
 
Biden also called for the UN to become more “inclusive” to “better respond to the needs of today’s world,” 
suggesting Security Council reform. He encouraged its permanent members to increase the number of both 
“permanent and non-permanent representatives of the Council” (There are 10 elected members). This includes, 
he specified, “permanent seats for those nations we’ve long supported and permanent seats for countries in 
Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean.”  
 
Ukrainian President Volodymr Zelensky demanded “just punishment” for Russia’s crimes of aggression against 
Ukraine and, indirectly, the rest of the world. In his speech, he recalled Ukraine’s “formula for peace,” referring to 
five preconditions that included “punishment for the crime of aggression” — and the creation of a special tribunal 
— as well as “the protection of life, restoring security and territorial integrity, security guarantees and 
determination to defend oneself.” He also said that Russia, a permanent member of the Security Council, should 

https://gadebate.un.org/generaldebate76/en/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/speakers-at-annual-sdg-moment-urge-leaders-to-rescue-sdgs-amid-great-peril/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdg-moment/
https://www.un.org/en/transforming-education-summit
https://www.devex.com/organizations/the-global-fund-to-fight-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-gfatm-30677
https://www.devex.com/organizations/the-global-fund-to-fight-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-gfatm-30677
https://www.devex.com/news/global-fund-falls-short-of-18b-target-as-uk-italy-delay-pledges-104046
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be stripped of its veto power. “Ukraine wants peace. Europe wants peace. The world wants peace,” Zelensky 
added.  
 
Concerns remain about the lack of commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals — from climate adaptation 
funding to ending poverty, hunger, to making vaccines available equitably around the world. In an address to the 
General Assembly, Barbados’ Prime Minister Mia Mottley denounced the practice of “vaccine nationalism and 
outright shameless hoarding” in high-income countries, highlighting that only 576 million doses of vaccine had 
been made available to lower-income countries, while high-income nations retained 7.5 billion doses. 
 
Ibrahima Socé Fall, an assistant director-general at the World Health Organization warned, “The food and health 
crisis in the Horn of Africa is a shocking reality and we do not have enough funds to protect populations. Over 80 
Million of people are facing food insecurity with millions of them already in starvation and limited access to 
essential health services.”  
 

Transforming Education Summit (TES) 

The UN Secretary-General convened the Transforming Education Summit, which featured more than 130 
countries committing to “rebooting their education systems and accelerating action to end the learning crisis.” 
The Transforming Education Summit, a one-time only summit, is a means to take forward education 
recommendations from the United Nations Secretary-General’s Our Common Agenda report, and to drive 
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. The main expected outcomes of the Summit include 
national and international commitments to transform education and a Vision Statement on Transforming 
Education from the United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres. 
 
Among key initiatives launched at the Summit is the International Financing Facility for Education (IFFEd). 

Specifically, it will address the global education crisis and learning inequalities exacerbated by COVID-19, climate 

change, and conflicts. This fund aims to meet the needs of lower-middle-income countries (LMICs), which contain 

half of the world’s children and youth and three out of four young people leave school without the basic skills 

needed as adults. Donor governments and multilateral development banks have raised an initial $2 billion in 

additional affordable funding for education programs to be disbursed starting in 2023.  

This Summit took place while a global learning crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic looms large. The 

commitments are the result of 115 national consultations. A third of the commitments emphasize supporting the 

psycho-social well-being of students and teachers. Two in three countries reference “measures to offset the direct 

and indirect costs of education for economically vulnerable communities,” and many highlight the importance of 

gender-sensitive policies and approaches to education. 

The Summit was filled with special moments with many key figures stepping up to lend their voices to the 

conversation on transforming education. Singer Sara Marley gave an opening performance on Mobilization Day, 

and Palestinian American comedian and disability rights activist Maysoon Zayid spoke at the opening of Solutions 

Day. Malala Yousafzai also delivered a powerful message on the importance of investing in education. 

The three-day event comprised: 

• A youth-led Mobilization Day on 16 September, where youth advocates shared a Youth Declaration, 

laying out youth’s commitments for action on education and recommendations to policymakers on the 

transformation they want to see happen. For example, including youth in education policy design and 

https://www.un.org/en/content/common-agenda-report/
https://educationcommission.org/international-finance-facility-education/
https://transformingeducationsummit.sdg4education2030.org/NationalCommitment
https://transformingeducationsummit.sdg4education2030.org/system/files/2022-09/Analysis%20of%20TES%20National%20Statements%20of%20Commitment.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2022/09/tes_youthdeclaration_en.pdf
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implementation as partners, not just as beneficiaries, and investing in youth leadership and in gender-

transformative education; 

• A Solutions Day on 17 September, which featured stakeholders from civil society and the private sector, 

and other education actors highlighting solutions around five “Thematic Action Tracks”: inclusive, 

equitable, safe, and healthy schools; learning and skills for life; work and sustainable development; 

teachers, teaching, and the teaching profession; digital learning and transformation; and financing of 

education; and 

• A Leaders Day on 19 September, when countries announced their national commitments to 

transforming education. 

The UN Secretary-General released a Vision Statement charting a path for education in the 21st century. The 

Statement serves as an input to negotiations in preparation for the Summit of the Future in 2024, a one time 

summit proposed by the UN SG in his ‘Our Common Agenda’ report, to reinvigorate global action, recommit to 

fundamental principles, and further develop the frameworks of multilateralism so they are fit for the future 

UN SG António Guterres also highlighted five areas for attention:  
 

1. Protect the right to quality education for everyone, especially girls;  
2. Focus on teachers’ roles and skillsets;  
3. Ensure that schools become safe, healthy spaces, with no place for violence, stigma, or intimidation; 4) 

ensure that the digital revolution benefits all learners; and  
4. Boost education financing and global solidarity. 

 

Other initiatives announced during the Summit include: 

• Gateways to Public Digital Learning, a global multi-partner initiative to create and strengthen inclusive 
digital learning platforms and content, launched by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) and UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF); 

• a Commitment to Action on Education in Crisis Situations, by Member States and partners, seeking to 
transform education systems to better prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover from crises; and 

• a Greening Education Partnership, which aims to prepare learners to “acquire the knowledge, skills, 
values, and attitudes to tackle climate change and to promote sustainable development.” 

 
Government Commitments  

Canada 
 Committed to inclusive, equitable, safe and 

healthy schools, learning and skills for life, work, 
and sustainable development; and, 
reconciliation and Indigenizing education 

 Access to early learning and childcare 
crucial to better support families: working 
with provincial, territorial and Indigenous 
partners to develop a nation-wide system 

 Indigenizing education: truth and reconciliation 
is imperative, greater effort on Indigenizing and 
decolonizing learning 

 Aim to improve aim to improve 
opportunities and outcomes for indigenous 
populations via education  

 

 Committed to supporting First Nation control of 
First Nation education on reserve, 
acknowledges that First Nations are best placed 
to make decisions and allocate funding to 
support their unique needs 

 Aims to address the educational 
attainment gap between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous post-secondary students: 
recognizes and supports Indigenous 
communities so that Indigenous students 

https://www.un.org/en/transforming-education-summit/action-tracks
Addressing%20the%20Summit,%20UN%20Secretary-General%20António%20Guterres%20highlighted%20five%20areas%20for%20attention:%201)%20protect%20the%20right%20to%20quality%20education%20for%20everyone,%20especially%20girls;%202)%20focus%20on%20teachers’%20roles%20and%20skillsets;%203)%20ensure%20that%20schools%20become%20safe,%20healthy%20spaces,%20with%20no%20place%20for%20violence,%20stigma,%20or%20intimidation;%204)%20ensure%20that%20the%20digital%20revolution%20benefits%20all%20learners;%20and%205)%20boost%20education%20financing%20and%20global%20solidarity.
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/secretary-general-unveils-vision-for-future-oriented-un/
https://www.un.org/en/transforming-education-summit/gateways-public-digital-learning
https://www.un.org/en/transforming-education-summit/education-crisis-situations
https://www.mission4point7.org/events/greening-education-partnership-getting-every-learner-climate-ready
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 can acquire education and skills through 
higher learning, provides financial support 
for indigenous students and institutions 

 Aims to develop adult learning and education 
(ALE) to place evidence-based decision-making 
at the forefront, using data and analysis to 
improve professional and lifelong training 

 Recently invested on supporting First 
Nations looking to complete their high 
school education  

 

Honduras 
 Committed to re-funding the educational 

system, with policies, programs and initiatives 
that promote social inclusion, gender equality, 
equity, and educational quality 

 

 Develop policies, programs and initiatives 
to reduce the digital gap by including in the 
school curriculum the multimodal teaching 
of information and communication 
technologies with a focus on digital 
citizenship, privacy, security and violence 
prevention 

 Strengthen teacher training in these areas and 
the infrastructure capacities in educational 
centers, we will expand and diversify the 
educational resources available on different 
platforms and technological devices  

 Strengthen results-based budgeting and 
consensus building that allow and 
guarantee an increase in the necessary 
public and private investment in education 

 

Italy  
 Commitment to SDG goals, specifically goal #4 

to ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities to all 

 

 Committed to ensuring the universal 
participation of each girl and boy present 
in the country to the learning activities at 
school, leaving no one behind, particularly 
students with disabilities, migrants and 
refugees 

 Commitment to School ReGeneration Plan, 
reinforcing digital education, education for 
sustainable development and global citizenship 
education 

 

 Commitment to reducing territorial 
competence gaps, to prevent early school 
leaving and promote educational success, 
including through the use of digital tools 
and counseling and active educational 
guidance 

Japan 
 Established the "Children and Families Agency." 

The mandate will be to respect the opinions of 
children, prioritize their best interests, provide 
support for children and child-rearing, and 
protect the rights and interests of children 

 Education, welfare, insurance, medical 
care, and employment 

 

 Working on a project with GIGA School 
Program. This program aims to distribute one 
device to each student, and it is nearing 
completion, having reached almost every 
elementary and junior high school student 
throughout Japan 

 Will be expanding the provision of higher 
education grants and tuition fee 
exemptions to cover the middle-income 
group such as high-need households with 
multiple children and students in the fields 
of science, engineering, and agriculture 

Kenya 
 Kenya has made significant progress in 

expanding access to education at all levels 
through provision of capitation grants and 
targeted programmes to address barriers in 
education, especially for the vulnerable learners 

 

 Commitment to continue investing in 
education and training. This commitment 
was demonstrated during the Global 
Education Summit held in London in July, 
2021 where Kenya rallied world leaders 
through the Kenyatta Declaration to 
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commit to increased domestic education 
spending 

 The government commits to maintain the 
expenditure in education at a minimum of 20% 
of the total public expenditure   

 Education sector plan (2023-2027), the 
Kenya Vision 2030 Medium Term Plan IV 
and other education policies and guidelines 

Madagascar  
 Promoting various learning methods, including 

digital, by providing resources free education 
and the development of educational 
alternatives 

 

 Prioritizing education and empowerment 
actions young girls, and finally by 
guaranteeing the protection of learners 
against any form violence or discrimination 

 

 Establish free and compulsory public education 
up to middle school level, then for the other 
levels 

 

Mali 
 Prioritizing the schooling of girls, children with 

special educational needs, children living with 
disabilities, children living in rural areas, those 
whose parents have had little or no schooling 
and those from poor families  

 Improving the quality of teaching and 
learning since COVID 19. To ensure 
educational continuity to maintain a link 
with students 

 

 Continuing the Ten-Year Education and 
Vocational Training Development Program, 
second generation (2019-2028) contains 
strategies for transforming Mali's education 
system 

 Prioritize the effective care of children with 
special educational needs, children living 
with disabilities, and children living in rural 
areas 

 

 Increase participation of girls in secondary 
education 

 

 Initiate the process of academic excellence 
by creating high schools of excellence and 
further strengthen technical and vocational 
education 

 Developing distance education to ensure the 
resilience of the education system 

 

Malawi 
 Making education mandatory from early 

childhood to secondary school and intensifying 
girls’ education 

 

 Defining and equipping all existing and new 
education institutions with an integrated 
minimum priority package 

 

 Expansion of existing and construction of new 
secondary schools to increase transition rates 
from primary to secondary from 38 to 100 
percent. 

 

 Equipping all schools with laboratories, 
libraries, running water, electricity, 
adequate teaching and learning materials, 
and internet and digital technologies. 

 

 Recruiting qualified teachers for all schools to 
reach the desired qualified teacher pupil ratio of 
1:45 for primary and 1:20 for secondary school 
by 2030 

 

 Strengthening digital Literacy in primary 
and secondary education for digital skills 
advancement. 

 

 Allocation of at least 15-20 percent of national 
expenditure, and at least 4-6 percent of GDP, 
for domestic financing of education 
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Mozambique  
 Urgent need to mobilize more financial 

resources for girls' education, as part of the 
promotion of girls' rights and gender balance in 
education, with a vision to eliminate all 
economic and sociocultural barriers to girls' 
access to, retention in and completion of 
education 

 Transforming and accelerating education in 
order to achieve SDG 4 

Nepal 

 Commits to make additional financing and 
programming available to reach children in 
under-served areas of the country that have 
been disproportionately affected in their 
learning by the COVID-19 disruptions 

 Commits to increase public financing to 
education to meet the commitments and 
global benchmark of 20% by 2030 

 Commits to undertake the needed reforms to 
attract new teaching entrants, provide quality 
pre-service training, develop a continuous 
teacher professional development system, and 
institutionalizing mechanisms for support and 
mentoring of teachers 

 

Philippines 
 Commit to safely reopening in-person classes. 

These include schools, community learning 
centers, early childhood development centers, 
and higher and technical education institutions 

 Accelerate its construction of an ecosystem 
that provides inclusive, equitable, and 
gender-responsive digital learning for all 

 Commit to enforce policies that keep our 
learning institutions free of violence, stigma, 
discrimination, and exclusion 

 Securing regular access to electricity, high-
speed internet, and appropriate digital 
devices for learners and teachers. Adopt 
technological and institutional safeguards 
that minimize exposure and mitigate as 
much of their effects as possible 

Senegal  
 Restoring education following the disruptions 

caused by COVID-19 
 Strengthen the development of science, 

mathematics and technology education 
 Strengthening the contribution of digital 

technology to the education system 
 Promote the achievement of the targets of 

SDG4 

 Strengthen the development of distance 
education as part of its efforts for universal 
access to electricity and the Internet 

 Maintain the level of funding at, at least, 
20% of the national budget 

Spain 
 Commitment to education as transversal policy   GIGA technology center in Barcelona and 

an initial financial contribution of 17.5M 
euros for the next three years 

 Plans to fight the educational digital divide 
through participation and support through GIGA 
(Global and Innovation Gateway for All). Digital 
connection of all schools in the world by 2030 
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Republic of Korea  
 Promote a comprehensive recovery from the 

educational crisis caused by COVID-19 
 Take supportive measures so that the 

benefits of digital technologies can be 
broadly shared among all learners. 

 Reaffirm the role of education as foundation for 
an inclusive future in which "no one is left 
behind”. Supporting tuition for early childhood 
education and care for all children regardless of 
their socioeconomic backgrounds, and operate 
a national-level common curriculum for quality 
early 

 The primary and secondary school curricula 
are reorganized to allow all students to 
acquire required competencies for future 
digital society 

 Ensure lifelong learning opportunities for all to 
allow them to receive quality education 
throughout their life cycle 

 

Sweden 
 Committed to making life long learning a 

priority. Teachers must be well paid, trained, 
and equipped with appropriate tools 

 Recently updated its Comprehensive 
Sexual Education (CSE) 

 

 The Swedish Government “launched a large 
reform package on the Swedish labour market. 
The center piece includes an extensive finance 
scheme for transition, retraining and 
upskilling.”, Aims to allow professionals to study 
for one year without loss of income 

 Funding is crucial: provides flexible, un-
earmarked funding to organizations 
(UNESCO, UNICEF and Global Partnership 
for Education (GPE)) 

 

 Launch of International Finance Facility for 
Education (IFFEd) to provide innovative finance 
to education in Lower Middle-Income Countries. 
Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida) is in its final stages of 
an appraisal process of a guarantee to IFFEd 

 

 

Proposed follow up on the commitments made at the Summit 
 
A call to action by the SDG 4 High-level Steering Committee 
 
“The Transforming Education Summit aims to mobilize solutions to accelerate national and global efforts to 
achieve Sustainable Development Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all. Seven new Global Initiatives launched at the Summit will focus on such solutions to 
transform education.” 

1. Greening Education to get every learner climate-ready;  
2. Connecting every child and young person to digital solutions;  
3. Addressing the crisis in foundational learning among young learners;  
4. Transforming education systems to enable all crisis-affected children and youth to access inclusive, 

quality, safe learning opportunities and continuity of education; 
5. Advancing gender equality and girls’ and women’s empowerment;  
6. Transforming the financing of education by investing more, more equitably, more efficiently, more 

innovatively;  
7. Empowering young people to be effective leaders in reshaping education. 
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This follow-up mechanism will be led by the SDG 4 High-level Steering Committee and coordinated by UNESCO, 
with the UNESCO Institute for Statistics, and the Global Education Monitoring Report continuing their mandate for 
SDG 4 monitoring and reporting to ensure accountability. The Calls to Action emerging from the Global Initiatives 
must be monitored and followed up.  Countries must build on the national SDG 4 benchmarking process, by:  
 

1. Agreeing to set a small number of indicators, linked to the Global Initiatives, which will be added to the 
list of SDG 4 benchmark indicators;  

2. Setting national targets for these indicators for 2025 and 2030; and 
3. Select policy areas and the volume of financing linked to the Global Initiatives will also be monitored to 

assess whether country and development partner efforts are in the right direction.  
 

ChildFund Engagement in UNGA  
 
Third Annual SDG Moment 2022|19 September, 2022   

 
The UN Secretary-General convened the third annual SDG Moment, as the world’s “to-do list” for the next eight 
years. The 90-minute event featured performing artists alongside high-level officials. Speakers highlighted SDGs 
13 (climate action), 5 (gender equality), and 10 (reduced inequalities) as particularly critical to achieving a better 
future for all. 
 
Participants underscored that the COVID-19 pandemic, conflict, and climate change, among other crises, have 
hindered efforts to achieve the SDGs by 2030. The poet-activist Amanda Gorman’s performance focused on the 
centrality of equality and decision-making power of women and girls. UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
called on leaders to rescue the SDGs at this current moment of “great peril.” 
 
During a segment on inequality solutions, Melinda French-Gates, Co-Chair, Gates Foundation called for replacing 
the “empowerment” narrative with a conversation about women’s power, especially decision-making power. In a 
closing “call to action,” Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada and Co-Chair of the SDG Advocates, announced 
Canada’s investment of USD 827 million in agricultural systems to support climate action and resilience. Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas, UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Goodwill Ambassador, concluded the proceedings, stressing the 
importance of the liberating power of education as a cornerstone of equality, social justice, social change, and 
democracy. 
 
Promoting and Protecting learners mental health & psychosocial well-being in schools and learning 

environments|20 September, 2022 

During the event, WHO, UNESCO, UNICEF and the Government of Thailand, together with Her Majesty Queen 

Letizia of Spain called for urgent global action to ensure that every child enjoys their right to education in a 

learning environment that promotes their well-being and a good mental health. The event also included 

important remarks and recommendations from UN Agencies’ Directors and senior representatives, youth 

advocates and country leaders from the governments of Ethiopia, Ecuador, Ireland and Belgium. A briefing note 

for governments was jointly launched by UNICEF, WHO and UNESCO at the event: The briefing note outlines the 

five essential pillars all governments must implement to strengthen education systems to protect and promote 

the mental health and psychosocial well-being of children and adolescents, including support for their teachers 

and caregivers, across the Humanitarian-Development Nexus.  

 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382076_eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ob-vt40p6bo
https://www.unicef.org/reports/promoting-and-protecting-mental-health-schools-and-learning-environments
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A Disruptive Dialogue on Ending Violence Against Children|20 September, 2022 

The Brave Movement, WHO and the Mission of Sweden to the UN hosted an EVAC event that was largely survivor 

focused. Dr. Daniela Ligiero, Executive Director & CEO Together For Girls and a member of the Brave Movement, 

moderated the event. International football star Patrice Evra, now a WHO ambassador spoke about being sexually 

abused by a teacher when he was 13. Dr. Etienne Krug, Director of the Department for Social Determinants of 

Health at the World Health Organization discussed the need for better data, noting that some needs to come from 

the health sector. Dr. Najat Malla M’jid, the United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence 

against Children stated that “we are not accountable to children,” she went on to say that children and survivors are the 

experts and they need to be listened to and treated credibly. Andre Mitchell, the New York city Gun Violence Czar, 

brought a local perspective and explained that there is a prevalence of domestic violence, which is linked to the 

gun violence issues. He also noted that the U.S. focuses more on what a person has done rather than why they 

took the actions.  

Youth Delegates at UNGA77: How meaningful and inclusive youth participation of the global south at the UN 

can shape national & international agendas|26 September, 2022 

Much of the focus of this meeting was about the 2022 UN Youth Delegate Program for Sudan, which trained and 

dispatched the first generation of 25 UN Youth delegates from Sudan. The program was organized and 

implemented by the German based organization CRISP and funded by the German Federal Foreign Office. In 

preparation for their work as youth delegates, the cohort was equipped with knowledge about the United Nations 

and its work in Sudan. They learned a variety of soft skills such as creating presentations, debating, and methods 

to promote one’s interests through interactive workshops taking place over the course of six months. It was noted 

that while most youth delegates are part of the official government delegation, this is not the situation for the 

youth delegates from Sudan. Because of the political context in Sudan, they were categorized as civil society, 

which links to concerns for their security and why the participants from this event are not listed. The youth 

delegates also highlighted that African delegates make up less than 5% of global youth delegates. Youth from the 

global north are working to make space and provide opportunities for their counterparts in the global south, but 

part of what is needed is funding to support marginalized youth. 

ChildFund Engagement in UNGA Side Events and Meetings 
 
Joining Forces  
 
On 19 September Meg Gardinier and World Vision President & CEO Andrew Morley, met with UNICEF Executive 
Director Catherine Russell on behalf of the Joining Forces partnership. They discussed the work of the JF 
partnership, UNICEF priorities, and possible avenues for collaboration. JF leadership also met with government 
representatives during a breakfast briefing on the global hunger crisis on 21 September. Delegates from Albania, 
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Ghana, Luxembourg, Niger, Norway, Panama, the United Kingdom and the European 
Union attended, as did representatives from the LEGO Foundation and NetHope.  
 
Counting Pennies 3 launch 
On 26 September, the Counting Pennies 3 report was released during a virtual side event of UNGA77. Co-hosts of 
the Closing the Gap between Needs and Stagnating Investment to End Violence against Children event included 
the Brave Movement, ChildFund Alliance, End Violence Against Children, Plan International, Save the Children, the 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/2021/oct/22/patrice-evra-former-manchester-united-player-says-he-was-sexually-abused-at-13
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2021/oct/22/patrice-evra-former-manchester-united-player-says-he-was-sexually-abused-at-13
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Office of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children, UNICEF, and World Vision. Secretary General Meg 
Gardinier was among the speakers. You can access the report here. 
 

Analysis of UNGA engagement 
 
ChildFund seized opportunities to engage with UN representatives and Member States on significant issues 
including EVAC and hunger during UNGA through attending High-level meetings and events. Joint advocacy at CEO 
level also took place via Joining Forces meetings. This created an opportunity to hold a briefing with a select group 
of Member States as well as secure a meeting with the new ED of UNICEF, Catherine Russell. While this year was 
in-person, challenges remain regarding access to events inside of the UN. There were not a lot of child focused 
side events but those that ChildFund attended and participated in were beneficial.  

 
Recommendations and opportunities for UNGA 2023 
 

The recommendations below are intended to inform the development of the UN Representative’s advocacy plan 
for UNGA 2023 engagement. 
 

 Continue to engage in joint advocacy with the Child Focused Agencies in New York for strong language in 

statements by Member States for the General Debate;  

 Determine best opportunities for engagement during UNGA 78; 

 Follow progress on  SDG related activities; 

 Investigate opportunities for speaking roles for ChildFund representatives, and participation in bilateral or 

High-level meetings;   

 Develop social media messaging for UNGA that incorporates children’s voices and perspectives emerging 

from our Web Safe & Wise campaign and other ChildFund engagement with young people;   

 Co-host side events with Member States and other CSOs; 

 If members wish to attend UNGA, a strategy for engagement should be discussed in April/May 2023 in 

order to weigh the opportunities, and then conduct proper outreach ahead of UNGA to secure meetings 

and activities. 

 

 

 

https://www.wvi.org/publications/policy-report/it-takes-world/counting-pennies-iii-analysis-official-development

