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Background: High-Level Political Forum 2022 
 
The annual High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) is the main space to follow reviews of 

the Agenda 2030 and the progress in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This year’s theme, 

marked by the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine, is “Building back better from 

the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development”. The High Level Political Forum (HLPF) 2022 also marked the return to mostly in-person attendance 

including civil-society representatives, and was held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from July 5th 

to July 15th 2022. As the major platform to follow-up on the implementation of SDGs, the HLPF focused on the in-

depth review of 5 SDGs for the first week:  

 Goal 4: Quality education 

 Goal 5: Gender Equality 

 Goal 14: Life below Water 

 Goal 15: Life on land 

 Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals 

 

Official Program Key Messages  

The High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development opened on July 5th 2022, and featured a multitude of 

high-level statements from UN representatives and government delegations regarding the progress towards the 

Agenda 2030, mostly focusing on the multitude of crises hindering any progress towards the SDGs, all the while 

they are more important than ever.  

ECOSOC President Collen Vixen Kelapile presented a note of optimism, highlighting the reduction of the pandemic 

and the opportunity to meet in person again for HLPF 2022, all the while noting the dire situation. Noting the 

additional 75 to 95 million people who will live in extreme poverty due to the pandemic, and that the world is 

currently witnessing the highest number of violent conflicts since 1945, he also highlighted the pandemic 

response and how it showed that the path forward was multilateralism. 

UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed’s message was more direct and dire, highlighting the 

populations particularly at risk: women, young people and children. Mentioning the drastic rise in care burden 

forcing women to quit their jobs, she argued that Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) and SDGs are key enablers in 

this context, bringing accountability, accessible data, and engagement. She finally noted that subnational action 

was becoming more visible but also understood, and highlighted the role of the crisis as a wake-up call.  

This opening session was marked by the renewed confidence of all speakers that the pandemic, while a dramatic 

event, taught us important lessons, the first of which is that addressing climate change is a way to create new, 

more sustainable development. While this was widely agreed upon, the importance of actually putting in the work 

was also repeatedly brought up: as the world is even further off track regarding the 2030 Agenda, efforts cannot 

stay limited to speeches and empty statements.  

Vice-president of ECOSOC Suriya Chindawongse, noting the importance of coordination, also shared five calls to 

action that should be driving the implementation of SDGs for the success of Agenda 2030. The first one was “All” – 

to include all stakeholders and voices, the second was Equity and Empowerment, noting that we needed to regain 
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equity and promote empowerment. The third point was Sustainability and synergy, mentioning the need to end 

the silo approaches, the fourth was Planet but also People, highlighting that one could not come at the expense of 

the other, and the fifth and final point was Architecture, promoting greater synergies with regional entities.  

 

44 Countries Present VNRs 
 

During the second half of the HLPF 2022, a greater number of countries than ever before submitted their 

Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs), where they reported on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda via the SDGs 

and all 17 goals. While the pandemic was a focus for most, the food and commodity crisis resulting from the war 

in Ukraine was a new central focus point, due to the looming food security crisis resulting from it. Recurrent topics 

such as the digital divide, gender equality, or youth and children being noted as some of the most vulnerable 

populations for these recurring crises were also a regular topic. Education was a central theme, with access 

inequality at the heart of it: 24.9million children missed time in classrooms in the Philippines alone, and the dire 

consequences of dropout such as an increase of child-marriage, violence, and an increase in child labor is creating 

a regression from the pre-pandemic situation.  

In its VNR, the Republic of Senegal noted how it was conducted as an inclusive process, with all stakeholders 

taking part. Organized around three steps, it all cumulated in bringing this new review to the HLPF 2022. One of 

the brightest points highlighted by this new review was the increase in secondary education in Senegal, with girls 

making up 15% of these students in 2021. Senegal also mentioned its new law on gender parity, noting that the 

country had 43% of women in elected bodies, and affirming that this percentage should be around 50% at the 

time of the review presentation. Senegal also noted how its response to the COVID pandemic was mostly 

economical. Finally, a new monitoring system was created for this voluntary national review, representing major 

cost cutting while still allowing the proper conduct and monitoring of the VNR.  

Ethiopia, in its presentation, chose to highlight the quadruple shocks it had to face since its previous VNR 
presentation in 2017: the political transition and internal conflict, the geopolitical situation on the international 
stage, climate change and finally the pandemic. While all these posed a burden on the country’s implementation 
of the SDGs, the main factors according to Ethiopia itself were structural reasons, most notably mentioning the 
economic sector, the demographic transition and the energy transition. To fully implement the SDGs Ethiopia 
increased the size of its protected areas, implemented reforms in order to establish independent institutions such 
as the Ethiopian Commission for Human Rights. Some progress was already observed, with a limited decline in 
poverty levels and malnutrition, although the effects of climate change were also starting to become visible. 
Ethiopia therefore mainstreamed the issues of climate change into its development plans, and noted that despite 
spending 25% of its budget on education the outcomes were still lacking. Finally, the Ethiopian official highlighted 
the efforts its government was leading in bringing justice for human rights violations, as the efforts they made in 
implementing UN recommendations.  

Cameroon’s minister of Planning, Economy and Development was on stage to present their report. As they 
completed their first VNR in 2019, a key focus was placed on the feedback from that previous experience, leading 
to a participatory and inclusive approach this time. Cameroon noted that SDG goal 4 on education was lacking 
results with only marginal improvement being observed, and gender equality was still far from achieved.  The key 
challenges Cameroon is looking at are the establishment of a public-private partnership to create a new green 
economy, the increase in development assistance notably mentioning the Covid response plan, and the increase 
in coordination with local actors. These coupled with the implementation of the Integrated National Funding 
Strategy and the mobilization of funding for greater data production, are intended to support a national forum on 
sustainable development in 2023, which will in turn serve as the basis for a 5-year national plan. This forum to be 
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conducted hand-in-hand with the VNRs results will help to contextualize the SDGs, and to create a more resilient 
economy and society prepared to face one major crisis every ten years hand-in-hand with the global community. 

Liberia was also presenting its second VNR, one marked by disturbing evolutions. While most countries usually 

present positive evolutions during their VNRs, Liberia noted a recession with 51.9% of its population under the 

poverty line, and even as malnutrition was reduced by 6% natal mortality increased in the meantime. This difficult 

situation with the lack of clear-cut progress was also highlighted by the human rights situation, with violations still 

recurrent throughout the country despite a new freedom of press law implemented in 2019. Liberia noted that 

despite all these hurdles it is committed to reach the 2030 goals, and that it needs more support than ever: 

promoting participatory and developmental approaches it aims to strengthen cooperation efforts and 

partnerships, and is looking to develop an approach driven by best practices. 

During this VNR session the representative of NGOs, part of the Major Groups and other Stakeholders, issued 

some criticism regarding Liberia’s VNR, noting how the government of Liberia did not prioritize citizen led 

initiatives. The representative also had positive developments to highlight, such as the stipend provided by the 

Government of Liberia to help students cover their study cost, or the work accomplished hand in hand with its 

civil society. While a strategy for health has been developed with more attention put on funding and human 

resources, and the healthcare sector equipment improved, the major hurdle for Liberia is its infrastructure, still a 

constraint for its development, education sector, etc. 

Sri Lanka also presented its VNR, despite it being embroiled in a state failure with its prime minister fleeing the 

country and stepping down. The representative of Sri Lanka noted various successes nonetheless, such as a high 

vaccination rate for Covid-19, an increase in women in managerial positions, and the creation of an SDG steering 

committee. Most of the presentation was then aimed at future improvements, with the SME policy framework 

aimed at improving the business environment, the aim for a more diversified economy or the commitment to an 

increase of 30% of its forest area. As it was challenged by the representative of the Asia-Pacific regional VSO who 

noted how the national crisis in Sri Lanka highlighted the inadequateness of VNRs and the need to prioritize the 

implementation of SDGs to achieve better social-economical justice, Sri Lanka’s representative noted that it is 

above the regional score. On top of declaring that they can and will do better, its representatives noted the need 

for greater cross-sectoral approaches, and for improving women’s participation in the labor force. They finally 

noted how Sri Lanka is in the top 10 of countries in Asia for data availability, and that 35% of its energy is provided 

by renewable sources.  

The Philippines Secretary of Foreign Affairs presented its 3rd VNR and emphasized the need for the SDGs, notably 

calling them “essence of our progress,” but also highlighted the disruption brought by the pandemic. Notably the 

Secretary mentioned that the Philippines were four years ahead of schedule, with a whole of society approach, 

and that its progress was impeded by the pandemic, reversing some gains and increasing school dropouts. The 

Philippines response to the pandemic was noted to have been largely helped by innovation, with the creation of a 

playbook and a task force T3 (test, trace, treat) being at the heart of the healthcare response. Other sectors 

largely used innovative methods to reduce effects of the pandemic, from the adoption of digital payments to 

provision IT gadgets, notably meant to help students in their distance and blended learning classes. The Secretary 

noted how this response was led by a robust monitoring mechanism, with Multi-stakeholder engagement, 

private-public partnerships, and the mapping program of stakeholders to link them to SDGs.  

 

 
 



4 
 

Ministerial Segment and adoption of the Ministerial Declaration 
 
The HLPF adopted the Ministerial Declaration as the outcome of its session, after reflection on how recovery 
policies can reverse the negative impacts of the pandemic on the SDGs and move countries on to a path to realize 
the 2030 Agenda. 

While there was a sense of urgency that accelerated action is needed to rescue the 2030 Agenda, this year 
emphasis was placed on the integration of disaster risk reduction into development. This was reflected in the 
HLPF’s adoption of a Ministerial Declaration, which recognized that “the development and implementation of risk-
informed plans, policies, programmes and investments are essential for sustainable development and the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.” 

The call for investing in building resilience was carried throughout the Forum by the United Nations Office for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) along with senior UN officials, national government representatives and civil 
society organizations. 

“When you look at the main issues that are stifling progress on the SDGs, namely the pandemic, climate 
breakdown, and growing humanitarian needs from crises and disasters, it is clear that disaster risk reduction, with 
its focus on understanding and mitigating overlapping risks, is critical to the achievement of the SDGs,” said Ms. 
Mami Mizutori, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction, and head of UNDDR. 
The September 2023 SDG Summit will mark the midterm review of the SDGs, which will occur four months after 
midterm review of the implementation of the Sendai Framework. 

The 2022 HLPF Ministerial Declaration process was co-facilitated by the Missions of Italy and Nauru and the 
process this year went smoothly as compared to last year with Member States breaking consensus. That is not to 
say that this year was without contentious thematics. The child focused agencies worked together to advocate for 
better inclusion of language around children’s issues. As Goal 4: Quality education and Goal 5: Gender Equality 
were reviewed this year, education and gender content was more prevalent than violence against children.  
 
Among its calls to action, the declaration encourages Member States to adopt a “multi-hazard, whole-of-
government, whole-of-society and coordinated approach to prevention and risk reduction” and called for 
“ambitious and action-oriented outcomes” at the midterm review of the Sendai Framework. 

However, SDG 5 posed challenges as delegations could not reach consensus on use of UN documents containing 
previously agreed language on gender as being acceptable for use in the declaration. For example, many Member 
States would not support using language from the CSW outcome document, though it is considered previously 
agreed language stemming from a New York process.  
 
Substantively, a number of delegations still remain opposed to advancing language on climate, specifically if there 
are implied actions that can be later monitored and reported on. However, they did reaffirm commitment to:  
 

“the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the 
Paris Agreement, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030, the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, the New Urban Agenda and other major internationally agreed United Nations outcome documents in 
the economic, social and environmental fields, which are fully complementary and mutually reinforcing with the 
2030 Agenda.”  
 
The Child-focused agencies, including UNICEF, shared multiple rounds of draft language with the co-facilitators 
and with Member States negotiating the Declaration. One of our main asks pertained to including individual 
references to children and youth, i.e., not solely having a reference to youth or young people – as that does not 
necessarily include children. As expected, there was disagreement around the “full” and “meaningful” 

https://undocs.org/E/HLS/2022/1
https://hlpf.un.org/2022/programme/working-towards-the-2023-sdg-summit
https://www.undrr.org/publication/sendai-framework-disaster-risk-reduction-2015-2030
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participation of children and youth. While some Member States discussed the possible deletion of a CRC 
reference and altering language to reflect general participation language, some Member States fought to retain 
previously agreed language including the use of “meaningful” or ‘full’ participation.  
 
As a result of much advocacy, the language we proposed was included: 
 

 “As critical agents of change and torchbearers of the 2030 Agenda for current and future generations, we 
emphasize the importance of engaging and supporting the full, effective, meaningful and inclusive participation of 
children, in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and youth, particularly those in vulnerable 
situations, in the implementation, follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda.”  
  
The CFAs were able to negotiate inclusion of children and youth in multiple paragraphs pertaining to education, 
and situations in conflict and humanitarian settings. Language around the promotion of teachers training for 
digital competencies, promoting digital technologies, accelerating global connectivity for all by 2030, promoting 
digital cooperation and implementing policies on digital inclusion and closing the digital divides were included.  
 
The Declaration also emphasized that: 

 “digital technologies must protect and respect the same human rights that people have, offline and 
online, with special regard given to the protection of children and people in vulnerable situations, in line with 
relevant regulations.” 
 

ChildFund Engagement in HLPF Side Events 
 

Taking place on July 6th, ChildFund co-hosted the “Financial investment and returns for the prevention of Violence 

against children” event, with partners Plan International, Save the Children, Office of the Special Representative 

of the UN Secretary General on Violence against Children, UNICEF and World Vision. During this event, our 

consortium of child-focused agencies launched the brief: “The violence prevention dividend: Why preventing 

violence against children makes economic sense,” which makes the economic case for investing in the prevention 

of violence against children. The discussion focused on the financial cost and benefit side of the protection of 

children. As 36m children were displaced in 2021, the highest number since 1945, the world GDP would be 4 to 

14% higher if all children stayed in school. Violence against children is therefore a direct financial cost for society, 

and the prevention of violence is therefore a tool to foster economy and fight poverty. Looking into the practical 

way to implement violence prevention programs, the need to move from a donor-driven approach to a context 

specific mutual partnership was highlighted, with violence prevention programs embedded in all child services. As 

children were described by one participant as “conveyors of sustainability,” the added value and potential in 

mainstreaming cost-cutting issues in multiple SDGs were noted, potentially helping national ownership. This 

national ownership was agreed upon as being crucial, from the need to centralize the issue of child violence under 

the government, to the need for information to be put into people’s hands to maintain duty-bearers accountable: 

social sector needs to be seen as investment, and the economic impact of violence on children shows the amount 

of missed growth due to it. ChildFund Secretary-General Meg Gardinier provided closing remarks.  

ChildFund Alliance was also a key participant, represented by its Secretary-General, Meg Gardinier, at the 

“Protecting the rights of every child in the digital environment: public and private partnerships to support child 

rights in a digital age and bridge the digital divide” – hosted by the Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs and 

UNICEF on July 12th. During this HLPF side-event connectivity was a major focus, with 2.9 billion people who still 

don’t have access to internet, and up to 1.6 billion children who had access to online classes, albeit at unequal 

https://www.unicef.org/reports/violence-prevention-dividend
https://www.unicef.org/reports/violence-prevention-dividend
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levels, during COVID. The Giga initiative was announced in 2020 in partnership with UNICEF to tackle that issue of 

online classes, with a mapping of school connectivity across 35 countries such as Kenya where a masterplan to 

connect all the schools in country and digital villages for community outside school including parental 

participation is needed. Participants also noted that while that plan was going well, a broad vision was needed for 

a child rights approach, to act on multiple fronts such as governments at all levels, and law enforcement. Finally, 

the need to update and better advertise privacy and other rights online was noted, with ChildFund Alliance’s 

Secretary General Meg Gardinier noting how digital citizenship is in fact one of two key elements of ChildFund’s 

recently launched WEB Safe & Wise initiative, alongside protecting children from online sexual exploitation and 

abuse. 

 

Highlights of Select Child-Focused HLPF Side Events 
 

On July 6th the HLPF side-event “Towards meaningful inclusion of Children in SDG Accountability processes: from 
Policy to Practice,” was hosted by Save the Children, Child Rights Connect, and co-sponsored by the Government 
of Sweden. During this event Gwen Hines, CEO of Save the Children UK, argued that globally we were going 
backwards despite only having eight years left to accomplish the SDGs. The panel agreed on the importance of 
children, with some noting that they were not only the future but also the present of our societies, and that 
implementing Agenda 2030 would be impossible without them. Panelists offered their vision on how to better 
support children’s inclusion in SDGs: from a greater effort to educate and translate SDGs to empower youth in 
making the SDGs their own, to supporting them in creating accountability tools, and finally supporting their 
engagement and interaction with decision-makers. The effort to make the process of the SDGs reachable and 
understandable by children was seen as crucial, with the use of child-friendly vocabulary, translation, and their 
complete control over the tools they want to use to analyze and engage the SDGs.  
 
The Human Rights and Voluntary National Reviews side-event, hosted on July 7th, was aimed at providing a 

discussion from the civil society point of view on the VNR process, and aimed at providing ways to improve it. 

Starting by widely shared criticisms of the VNR process as it exists currently, participants highlighted the need to 

leverage linkages with human rights, and to use the VNR process to avoid cascading crises that are currently 

taking place. Sharing and building on common practices was noted to be a crucial way to use and strengthen the 

VNR process, where national institutions and guiding tools are key. While these are important, participants noted 

the importance to have local organizations and civil society bring their own input, as they often have better local 

knowledge. Contradicting to this optimist view on the future of VNRs, the fact that the majority of the world was 

under restricted rights was highlighted and showed the difficulty of reforming this process, despite the goodwill of 

the UN agencies involved and present at the meeting, OHCHR and UNDP. The OHCHR representative noted how 

the VNR handbook included 8 steps to accompany member states in the process, with stakeholders' engagement 

being one of the crucial ones. 

The “Unmute civil society towards a recovery for all” HLPF side-event, which took place on July 8th, and was 

sponsored by the governments of Denmark and Sri Lanka, the UN Foundation, and NGOs. Tackling the issue of 

NGOs role and representation at the UN Headquarters, it served as a platform of interaction between various civil 

society actors and the panelists, including both ambassador and NGO representatives, all looking to improve the 

UN system and civil society’s participation. All panelists agreed on the fact that some progress was achieved, and 

there was an even greater endorsement for the need to achieve more: the need for an official spokesperson 

representing civil society at the UN was put forward by NGOs, as was the need for greater transparency and 

honesty from governments. All participants agreed upon the fact that VNRs were an imperfect tool, allowing 

dishonesty and lack of accountability by governments, with the example of Sri Lanka presenting its VNR while in 
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the midst of a complete collapse of the state and government. All participants agreed on the need to mobilize 

popular support for SDGs with the UN high-level week, and to leverage their global footprint by launching a social 

media campaign.  

The “2022 Rome Declaration” event hosted by the SDG16+ in Peril group on July 14th was a crucial opportunity to 

discuss SDG 16, whose relevancy is highlighted further by the war in Ukraine. While the pandemic has been a 

stress test for governments throughout the world, SDG 16 has been an enabler for other SDGs to be 

implemented. Despite having one fourth of the world population living in conflict areas, a backsliding on the 

implementation of SDGs has been noted with governments and conflicts pressuring civic space. During this event 

education was noted as central, being a critical tool to empower people and give them the tools to participate and 

implement SDG 16. The issue of data was also raised, with the need to increase data collection, notably via non-

governmental sources, in order to support the implementation of SDGs. Finally, the ownership by citizens was 

seen as the key underlying issue, with the lack of trust in their own government seen as the most problematic 

possible development coming out of government’s restriction of civic space linked to the pandemic.   

On July 7th the event “Protecting Education from Attack: a call for improving data monitoring and policy response” 

took place. During this call, speakers noted how the protection of schools is a lifesaving measure, and an 

endorsement of education needs to be implemented fully by all states, as gaps are currently visible in the 

implementation. It was noted that threats against schools particularly need to be tackled as they greatly affect 

mental and social wellbeing of students, often on top of physical risks.  

Protecting Education From Attack: A call for improving data monitoring and policy response: 

 Protection schools provide can be lifesaving 

 Consistent supporter safe schools; urge all states to endorse education 

 Address gaps in implementation 

 Data analysis needs enhancement, it can help advocacy 

 Data key to prevention and creating evidence based policies and holding perpetrators to account (but 

insecurity prevents data monitoring) 

 Children in armed groups, out of school, reintegration is difficult, and if not supported could return to 

armed groups and pose obstacles to progress 

 
On July 14 UNICEF hosted, “Legislating for the digital age,” which addressed online child sex abuse. It was noted 
that this issue needs to be well financed and it is imperative to work with law enforcement. Most governments 
have work to do in this area but those countries more advanced should be expected to provide help to others. 
The numbers are alarming, one in five girls, and one in 13 boys under the age of 18 have experienced sex abuse, 
with increased numbers during the pandemic. Children are often re-victimized years later because images are 
shared over and over again online. Systematic challenges include: gaps in legislation, limited law enforcement, 
weaknesses in child protection systems, limited capacity of social welfare workforce, limited awareness of, and 
sense of urgency to address online sexual exploitation and abuse of children (OSEAC).  

 
The World Youth Skills day meeting took place on July 15th at the UN, it was organized in partnership with 

Microsoft. Key takeaways highlighted by youth and stakeholders:  

 Invest in quality education systems 

 Support the newly established UN youth office 

 Equipping youth with skills as agents of change is the key to progress 

 3.7b people are still offline 

 Employers should participate in training and course curricula 
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 Education, learning a trade, and skill development is beneficial to all 

 Much easier to adapt as teachers gain knowledge; the future is digital 

 UN needs to strengthen the bond with young people and listen to their needs 

 Microsoft deploying connectivity skills and they will train and certify 10m people in digital economy by 2025 
 

Recommendations and Opportunities for ChildFund in 2023 
 
The Secretariat will be working with members to develop a plan for engagement in the HLPF and relevant 
preparatory processes in 2023. The HLPF 2023, convened under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, 
will be held from Monday, 10 July, to Friday, 14 July 2023 and Goals 6, 7, 9, 11 and 17 will be under review. The 
high-level segment of the Council, including the three-day ministerial segment of the HLPF, will be held from 
Monday, 17 July, to Thursday, 20 July 2023. 

Currently 55 countries plan on submitting VNRs, however, the maximum number of countries allowed to present 
during the 2023 HLPF cannot exceed 42. In finalizing the list, priority will be given to countries presenting their 
first VNR, as well as to those who have not yet presented a VNR in the on-going four year cycle of the HLPF (2020-
2023). 

To date expressions of interest for presenting VNRs at the 2023 HLPF have been received from: Azerbaijan, 
Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Central African 
Republic, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, Comoros, Croatia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ecuador, the European 
Union, Fiji, France, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Iceland, Iraq, Ireland, Kenya, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Maldives, Mongolia, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Slovakia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, and Zambia. 

The recommendations below are intended to inform the development of ChildFund’s engagement plan.  

 Share a HLPF 2023 preparatory package in January 2023; 

 Continue to engage in joint advocacy around the language in the Ministerial Declaration to be adopted at 

the HLPF in 2023, together with the child focused agencies in New York;  

 Consider submitting a joint statement on target 16.2 (with other organizations working to end violence 

against children. As it would be strategic to keep emphasis on EVAC while it is not under official review; 

 Strengthen engagement in the VNR reports by collaborating with the CSO Forum EVAC on webinars and 

support Members to participate in regional and local processes;  

 Investigate opportunities to nominate an expert from a ChildFund member organization to participate in 

the preparatory expert group meetings leading up to the HLPF and also during the expert sessions and 

VNR Labs on during the HLPF in July;  

 If children will be supported by ChildFund members to participate in the HLPF, it will be important to have 

a minimum of 6 months advance notice to create an application process and engagement strategy. 

Planning will need to begin a minimum of four months in advance for engagement of children for HLPF 

activities;  

 Develop social media messaging for the 2023 HLPF that incorporates children and youth voices and 

perspectives from the Web Safe & Wise campaign;   

 Work with members of the CSO Forum EVAC and the CFAs on messaging; 

 Co-host side events with Member States and other CSOs; 

 Members should considering launching a report during HLPF; 



9 
 

 Continue to work across Alliance to pursue opportunities to engage in sub-regional and regional 

advocacy; 

 For those members traveling to New York for the July 2023 HLPF, participate in the Secretariat HLPF 

working group starting in April 2023;  

 


