
Terms of Reference  

Australian INGO 2019 Ending Violence against Children (EVAC) Steering Group  
  

 
Background 
 
The launch of the SDGs saw violence against children prioritised on the world agenda for the first time. 
The Global Partnership to End Violence against children, a coming together of governments, UN agencies, 
international organizations, civil society, faith groups, the private sector, philanthropic foundations, 
research practitioners, academics and children themselves was established to ensure progress on SDG 
Goal 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions and most specifically Goal 16.2, the target to end abuse, 
exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and torture against children 
 
A Steering Group of Australian INGOs namely, ChildFund, Plan, Save the Children and World Vision who 
are also members of the Global Partnership will collaborate on advocacy that works towards Ending 
Violence against Children with a specific focus on opportunities around the upcoming review of SDG 16.2 
at 2019 Global Forums and a Regional focus on work in the Pacific.  The direct target of advocacy for the 
group is the Australian Government (DFAT) but will also expand to consider related regional and global 
partners dependant on agency focus. 
 
Working with Save The Children as a lead consultant the group aims to commission a cobranded  
document that proposes strategies towards the adoption of an ‘ending violence against children’ (EVAC) 
integration policy within Australia’s aid program. This approach will strengthen DFAT’s strategic and 
program commitment towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s), and particularly 
SDG 16.2 to end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and torture of children. Ensuring 
greater integration of violence against children prevention as a cross cutting issue, will enable programs 
to “target the most vulnerable, enhance safety, dignity, and promote and protect the human rights of the 
beneficiaries”.  
 
The document will build on the existing work (Counting Pennies 2017) and position itself to focus on the 
need for Australian Government and other relevant donors to increase funding to Pacific Island Nations, 
utilising data from countries relevant to where participating INGO are operating. The results will be used 
to influence the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to ending violence 
against children, and the associated Financing for Development processes and decisions.  
 
Purpose 

The Steering Group is established to drive and shape an Australian Coalition advocacy document to inform 
a joint EVAC strategy that will influence Australian Government and relevant Pacific Governments in the 
lead up to the High Level Political Forum in 2019.  The Steering Group is accountable for the final clearance 
of each of the key products of the document – the methodology, preliminary findings, and final report.  
The group is comprised of one/two technical specialists appointed from each sponsoring agency.  Each 
agency agrees to contribute an equivalent financial commitment (approx. $10K AUD) to support 
development of this co-branded advocacy document. 
 


