
 
 

 

 
 

SitRep-1 
Fire Incident in Rohingya Camp, Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh 

Date: 22 March 2021 (8.15pm) 
 
A devasting fire broke out at the Balukhali 
Refugee camp in Palongkhali Union of Ukhiya 
Upzila (sub-district), Cox’s Bazar on Monday 
afternoon, 22 March 2021. The fire incident 
affected at camp 8E, Camp 8W, camp 9 and 
Camp 10 informed by the local sources. The 
fire has maximum chances to spread in camp 
11 depend on wind direction.  In the present 
situation it’s not identified the place of origin 
or the reason of fire incident. The fire fighters 
of the Ukhiya Fire Service are trying to bring the 
fire under control. The fire spread very quickly 
due to whirlwind. Therefore, Rohingya families 
living in those camps could not save their belongings and valuable assets because of ongoing fire 
broke out.   
 
As usual, Educo and partner staffs were 
available at Camp 8W, 8E and 17 to conduct 
regular activities. Educo National Volunteer 
(Md. Jashim Uddin) first noticed the smoke in 
the camp 9 and confirmed about fire incident on 
the way back from camp 8E. Then he shared the 
information with other staffs through WhatsApp 
group (3:24 pm).  All staffs started to 
communicate with block leaders and inform 
about the fire incident. All Educo staffs arrived 
safely to Ukhiya office from camp. Educo will 
organized physical visit on 23rd March 2021 at 
8W and 8E to conduct a rapid assessment. Hopefully the detail report will be shared tomorrow.  
 
Communication with Rohingya community peoples:  
▪ The fire has affected thousands of shelters, health facilities, distribution points, education and 

child protection facilities and market places. 



▪ Ms. Nojuma and Senowara -Rohingya Volunteer of Educo informed that maximum household 
were burnt out in sub block B-23, B27, B-28, B-29, B-30 at camp 8E including their shelter.  Two 
Educo home based learning facility at sub block B-29 and B-30 were burnt out fully informed 
by Md. Rafiq -Majhi of sub block 29. Due to mobile network problem Educo staffs could not 
communicate for further information. 

▪ Our partner organization JCF also informed that all JCF staffs are safe. They inform that there 
are minimal chances to spread the fire at camp 17. Site Management of Camp 17 inform that 
unknown number of household members moved to camp 17 from camp 8W. 

▪ As per camp 8E site management primary report total  shelter burnt -913, total sub-Block 
affected -21, Total household members affected -4589 
 

Update of other camps (8W, Camp 10, 11, camp 17 will be available hopefully tomorrow. 
 
Information from Secondary sources:  
▪ ukhiyanews.com report: “A terrible fire 

broke out at Balukhali Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, Cox's Bazar. Two hours later, the fire 
was still under control. However, 4 units of 
the fire service are working to control the 
fire. 
The fire broke out at Balukhali camp around 
3 pm on Monday (March 22). 
Camp in-charge Mohammad Tanzeem 
confirmed that four units of the fire service 
at Ukhia station, Ramu station and Cox's 
Bazar station were working to control the 
fire. 
Meanwhile, the additional refugee relief and repatriation commissioner. Samchu-Ddouja said 
the fire broke out at noon in the Balukhali Rohingya camp in Ukhia. The fire is still burning. 
However, the fire service, Ukhia police, APBN, Upazila Nirbahi Officer have all been informed 
to put out the fire. 
Everyone is working together to put out the fire quickly. It is unknown at this time what he 
will do after leaving the post” 
http://www.ukhiyanews.com/%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8b%e0%a6%b9%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%99
%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%97%e0%a6%be-
%e0%a6%95%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%aa%e0
%a7%87-%e0%a6%ad%e0%a7%9f%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%b9-2/ 

 
 
▪ The Daily Star report: “A fire broke out today afternoon at Balukhali Rohingya camp (Block No: 

6-E / W) in Palangkhali union of Cox's Bazar's Ukhiya upazila. 
Numerous houses have already been burnt down, and at the time of filing this report (5:30 
pm) the fire could not be brought under control, reports our Cox's Bazar correspondent. 
The fire broke out around 4:15pm today and around 1,000 houses in the camp are estimated 
to be burnt down, Rohingya community leaders Dr Faisal Anwar and Mohammad Noor told 
The Daily Star. Their idea is that at least a thousand houses in the camp have been burnt down.  

http://www.ukhiyanews.com/%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8b%e0%a6%b9%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%99%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%97%e0%a6%be-%e0%a6%95%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%aa%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%ad%e0%a7%9f%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%b9-2/
http://www.ukhiyanews.com/%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8b%e0%a6%b9%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%99%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%97%e0%a6%be-%e0%a6%95%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%aa%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%ad%e0%a7%9f%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%b9-2/
http://www.ukhiyanews.com/%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8b%e0%a6%b9%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%99%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%97%e0%a6%be-%e0%a6%95%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%aa%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%ad%e0%a7%9f%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%b9-2/
http://www.ukhiyanews.com/%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8b%e0%a6%b9%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%99%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%97%e0%a6%be-%e0%a6%95%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%aa%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%ad%e0%a7%9f%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%b9-2/


Camp in-charge Mohammad Tanzeem said four units of the fire service were working at Ukhia, 
Ramu and Cox's Bazar stations to control the fire. Rohingyas and locals in other camps are 
trying to control the fire. Firefighters from Ukhia, Ramu and Cox's Bazar fire services arrived at 
the scene, he said. The exact cause of the fire is not yet known.” 
https://www.thedailystar.net/bangladesh/news/fire-breaks-out-balukhali-rohingya-camp-
coxs-bazar-2064961 
 

▪ The Daily Kaler khanto report: “A fire broke out at a Rohingya camp in Balukhali TV Tower area 
of Ukhia upazila in Cox's Bazar. The fire broke out at noon on Monday (March 22). Camp in-
charge Mohammad Tanzeem confirmed that four units of the fire service at Ukhia station, 
Ramu station and Cox's Bazar station were working to control the fire. 
16 APBN Additional Superintendent of Police. Sohail Rana told the media that the incident took 
place under 14 APBN. There are 14 APBN and fire service members and locals working to 
control the fire”  
https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/country-news/2021/03/22/1016604 

 
Immediate response:   
 
▪ The fire fighters of the Ukhiya Fire Service are trying to bring the fire under control from 

approximate 3:30pm to till time.  
▪ Fire volunteers are being mobilized to support fire fitting in order to create barriers to spread 

fires.  
 
  Immediate need 
▪ Rapid reaping and rebuilding of shelters for the people lost their houses and provide household 

materials like utensils, fuel etc. (NFI) 
▪ Provide education and learning material for the children who lost their materials. 
▪ Protection monitoring support to manage CP & GBV issues and safety, security in the 

temporary shelter.  
▪ Emergency psychological first aid (PFA) and psychosocial support (PSS) to the affected 

children, women and men since they are traumatized for losing everything due to fire incident. 
▪ Establish temporal WASH facilities for families whose houses were disseminated by the fire.   
 
 

https://www.thedailystar.net/bangladesh/news/fire-breaks-out-balukhali-rohingya-camp-coxs-bazar-2064961
https://www.thedailystar.net/bangladesh/news/fire-breaks-out-balukhali-rohingya-camp-coxs-bazar-2064961
https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/country-news/2021/03/22/1016604

