
Proposal: ChildFund Australia Pacific Nations Advocacy 2019 

Background 

In 2016, ChildFund Australia extended its focus on ending violence against children to support to children 

in Pacific Island nations. Within the Pacific Region, there is a strong need for improvements to the systems 

for prevention and response to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect of children. A significant barrier 

to this work is the limited professional capacity in this area that often hampers efforts. ChildFund began to 

address this barrier with our ‘Improving Pacific Child Protection Technical Capacity’ project that has been 

responding to this challenge in Fiji, Kiribati, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu with an intensive training program 

in core child protection concepts and skills. The success of this project has resulted in expansion of the 

geographic scope to include Naru with the support of UNICEF.  ChildFund Australia have designed a project 

that complements the existing work being done in child protection rather than interfere with it and works 

closely with Pacific Governments and relevant departments to ensure a sustainable and systems built focus 

that directly contributes to ending violence against children. 

Rationale 

The purpose of ChildFund Australia’s advocacy at the upcoming 2019 HLPF would be to promote 

ChildFund’s work in partnership with Pacific Governments who are undertaking Voluntary National Reviews 

in 2019 (Fiji, Vanuatu, Naru).  This will enable us to galvanize both government commitment and ChildFund 

INSPIRE related programming and its contribution to ending violence against children relevant to the review 

of SDG 16 at the HLPF in 2019.   

The main target audience for the advocacy will be is UN Member States where ChildFund has a presence, 

donor organizations and the Australian Government.   

Objectives 

 Call attention to 2019 as a milestone year in the movement for all children to be free 
from violence and exploitation and relate to INSPIRE principles and current programs. 

 Elevate the voices of ChildFund Australia with key Pacific and Australian Government 
within the national, regional and global SDG review processes. 

 Showcase the work that Alliance members are doing to end violence against children in 
order to position ChildFund as a strong advocate and champion for 16.2.  
 

Key elements 

1. ChildFund Australia Program report document – a key program advocacy document highlighting the 

work of Child Protection programming against INSPIRE in the Pacific.  We would seek bi-lateral 

endorsement and participation in the document by relevant Government and/or local CSO 

partners. 

2. Australian INGO Coalition EVAC research across the Pacific – co-funding of the EVAC Pacific research 

document with inclusion of all relevant Pacific Island Nations (Fiji, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Naru, 

Kiribati) and a case-study focus on countries of implementation of ChildFund Australia.  Building on 

Counting Pennies research but with a specific focus on Pacific and positioned to appeal to 



Australian Government.  The EVAC Coalition consists of ChildFund, PLAN, World Vision and Save 

the Children. 

3. Official Mission lead event HLPF 2019 week and ChildFund Australia -   Aligning with a specific Pacific 

VNR event (TBC Fiji) ChildFund Australia will aim to engage with relevant Government and a high-

level national representative to co-host an official event to focus on efforts to end violence against 

children, supported by either or both of the Pacific developed advocacy documents.   Australian 

Government Mission to UN would ideally co-host with selected Pacific Nation.   ChildFund Australia 

would also seek to support the presence of a Fiji MoSW representative with whom we are working. 

 

Timeline- Report production 

Timeframe Process 

October-December 
2018 

 Approved ChildFund Australia Executive 

 Inform INGO colleagues at upcoming Fiji advocacy 
meeting for endorsement and to seek collaboration  

January – March 
2019 

 Final Draft – Pacific Advocacy ChildFund Australia 
Program doc 

 First Draft – Australian INGO Coalition EVAC research 
across the Pacific 

 Confirmation of advocacy approach with Pacific and 
Australian Government for HLPF event 

 Introduction to appropriate Fiji Government 
counterparts 

April - June 2019  Final Draft – Joint Australian Research Pacific EVAC 

 Planning and representation of HLPF event to be 
finalized and confirmed 

 Final draft – Joint Australian Research Pacific EVAC 
for possible joint launch in HLPF or Regional event. 

 


