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Such as: 1. Basic Law of Governance (No. A/90, 1992); 2. Law of the Council of Ministers (No. A/13, 1993); 3. Law of the Consultative Council (Majlis Ash-Shura ) (No. A/91, 1992)

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY IN SAUDI ARABIA

Delegated Legislative Authority

rules that carry the statute into practice.

FNE NN Upon delegation from the legislative authority, statutes may have explicit N2 NN
( provisions empowering defined authorized administrative body (or bodies) to enact

Commercial Law and Regulation:
Companies Law, Royal Decree No. M/6,
(Jul. 22, 1965); Foreign Investment Law,
Royal Decree No. M/1, (Apr. 10, 2000);

Cooperative Insurance Companies Control
Law, Royal Decree No. M/32,
(Jul. 31, 2003); Income Tax Law, Royal
Decree No. M/1, (Mar. 6, 2004).

Examples
of Saudi
Arabia

Statutory Law

Legislation becomes the
Law of the Land

OFFICIAL
GAZETTE

Law of Government:

Code of Law Practice, Royal Decree
No. M/38, (Oct. 15, 2001); Anti-Money
Laundering Law, Royal Decree
No. M/31,(Apr. 3, 2012); Law of Criminal
Procedure, Royal Decree No. M/2,
(Nov. 25, 2013); Law of Procedure before
Shari’ah Courts, Royal Decree No. M/1,
(Nov. 25,2013).

<

King’s Approval

(Royal Order, Royal Decree or Order based <
on his capacity as the head of the Council
of Ministers).
THE KING >

The resolutions of the
Council of Ministers
become final after the
King’s approval.

THE COUNCIL
OF MINISTERS

Two-thirds of the Council

of Ministers who attend the

session have to adopt it. In
extraordinary cases where
only half of its members
are present, two-thirds of

the attending members
have to adopt it.

Every minister has the
right to propose a
legislative act or amend an
effective one.

>

Bureau of Experts

(Supreme Authority)

Law approval by both the
Council of Ministers and
the Shura Council.

If both councils are not
in accord, the issue is
returned to the Shura
Council to decide
whatever it deems
appropriate, and to send

Resolutions are submitted
to the King who decides
what resolutions will be
referred to the Council of

Ministers.

THE SHURA

COUNCIL

Two-thirds of its members

have to adopt it regardless

of the number of members

in attendance at the time of
the vote.

the new resolution to the
King who makes the final
decision.

Every legislative
proposal or
amendment has to
be approved by the
two Councils and by
the King.

The Shura Council has the
jurisdiction to propose a
draft of a new law or an
amendment of enacting
law and study these within
the council. Speaker
submits the Council’s
resolution of new or
amended law to the King.

A

Specialized
Committee(s)

All proposed “Statutory Laws™ must not contradict the Qur°an or any sound activity of the

Prophet (Sunnah) as they both represent the constitution of the state and are sovereign over
all regulations, including the Basic Law. All proposed “Statutory Laws” must comply with
the provisions of the “Fundamental Statutes” and should provide for public interest.
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Statutory Law

Fatwa >
(Religious Advisory Ruling)

Although not part of the legislative
authority, the Board of the Senior
Ulama has been participating in the

legislative process of creating statutes.
Its participation has been crucial in
certain statutes.

Board of the
Senior Ulama

Islamic Figh

Academy

Royal Orders &
Decrees

Legislation

Traditional

Islamic Law

64, 1975); 2. Law of Procedure before Shari’ah Courts (No. M/31, 2000)

Participated previously in 1. Law of the Judiciary (No.





