
 

Humanitarian Situation Report (SitRep 2) 
Bihar - India Floods 2017 (20th August, 1700 HRS) 

 
Instructions: This Situation Report should be compiled in case the overall social, 
political, military or humanitarian situation changes in your country.  
 
Country: India 
Contact Person:  
Rama Rao, Technical Specialist - DRM 
Telephone: 011 4100-6540 
Mobile: +91 98183 92578 
 
1. Overall description of the significant change in the situation at the national level  

(i.e., social/political/military situation, weather patterns, or events in a neighboring 
country affecting your country situation)   
Heavy rain in last few days triggered by flash floods has wreak havoc, paralyzing the 
normal life of people in many areas of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Northern West Bengal and 
Assam with 3rd waves of deadly floods. The following is state-wise latest situation 
update collated from Inter Agency Group reports, Media Reports and Government 
Sources: 
 
Bihar floods updated on 20th August: 
Due to heavy rain in north 
India and catchment area of 
Nepal, rivers in Bihar 
namely Mahananda, Ganga, 
Kosi and other major rivers 
have caused massive 
flooding in several parts of 
Bihar state. On Saturday 
(19th August) afternoon, the 
Chief Minister of Bihar Mr. 
Nitish Kumar admitted that 
he never saw a devastating 
flood like this in his life in 
Bihar. In his speech, he 
appealed for help in relief and reconstruction work of the government. The following is 
the latest update on the floods in Bihar released by disaster management department of 
Bihar government: 
 

• 18 districts, 171 blocks and 1965 panchayats have been affected by the floods 
• 253 people dead and 12.68 million people were affected  
• 721,704 people including approx. 288,682 children displaced 
• 1,358 relief camps have been established providing refuge to 421,824 people. 

Besides this several displaced people are staying on the highways. 



 

• 2,569 community kitchens serving food to 492,174 people. 
• 28 NDRF, 16 SDRF and 7 Army teams have been deployed with 280 boats for 

rescue and relief operations in the affected district.  
• The water has started receding; however, the villages are cutoff due to breaches 

/ wash away of connected roads. This is a challenge for relief operations. 
• As per media sources, there are lot of villages yet to be reached by any agency 

or government due to inaccessibility. 
• Sources say that the current flooding is worst than Kosi Floods in 2008, which is 

considered to be the worst floods of Bihar till date. 
 

The Inter Agency Group has initiated multi sector joint rapid needs assessment in 
Bihar and the teams are currently visiting most of the worst affected districts. The 
draft report of this exercise is expected in the coming week with recommendations. 
Several humanitarian agencies are preparing by pulling in their human resources, 
relief stockpiles, etc.  

 
Uttar Pradesh (UP) updated on 17th August: 
The situation in Uttar Pradesh is equally worse affecting 16 districts impacting over 
600,000 population in 500 villages. As per the UP Inter Agency Group (IAG) reports, 
Shrawasti, Bahraich, Lakhimpur Khiri, Bara Banki are the worst affected. A total of 19 
casualties have been reported. Four Battalions of NDRF have been deployed and 1,400 
people have been evacuated. 45 relief camps are established to serve the evacuated 
people. The flooding was caused by over flowing of water from rivers namely Sarai, 
Ghaghra, Sharada and Ganga. The IAG UP chaired by UNICEF shared that this is a 
medium size disaster needs humanitarian assistance. 
 
Assam updated on 17th August: 
Assam is facing 3rd wave of flooding in the state affecting 25 districts. The current 
flooding has impacted 3.32 million people in 3182 villages across 25 districts. 315 
relief camps have been set up covering 167,381 people.  
 
West Bengal updated on 17th August: 
All major rivers in north Bengal were flowing above danger level. In Malda district, 
Phulahar river has crossed its danger level, while 20 villages, mostly under 
Harischandrapur Block-II and Ratua block, were inundated. Northern Districts of West 
Bengal are totally cut off by road and railway communication from Kolkata (state 
capital), Maldah and also from Patna. Following districts are falling under this group - 
Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri, Coochbehar, Darjeeling, Kalimpong, North Dinajpur (Partly). 

 
2. Description of the current humanitarian situation in ChildFund operational areas 

(including name of the program areas and number of sponsored/enrolled children and 
families affected) 
ChildFund has programs in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal and does not have 
presence in Assam. The existing ChildFund intervention areas are not affected by the 
current flooding in Bihar, UP and West Bengal.  

 



 

3. Description of actual or possible impact on ChildFund programs and operations  
Not impacted. 
 

4. Description of planned, desired or ongoing ChildFund response 
The current flooding is one of the worst floods in recent years in India and has 
impacted more than 10 million people across Assam, Bihar, UP and West Bengal. The 
current situation has caught national attention and state / central governments are trying 
their best to address immediate relief needs of the affected population. However, the 
magnitude and severity of the disaster is widespread and needs multi stakeholder’s 
interventions. Some humanitarian agencies like Oxfam, Save the Children, CRS, 
Caritas and IGSSS have already launched responses in Assam and considering 
mounting responses in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. Other agencies such as CARE, Plan, 
Islamic Relief and CRS are planning to initiate response in Bihar.  
 
From field level reports shared by local NGOs, we understood that the impact of the 
floods on children and their communities is severe and requires immediate 
humanitarian assistance. ChildFund India considers it as an opportunity to launch 
Humanitarian Response with specific focus on Child Protection in Emergency. Since, 
the current flooded districts are not an existing area of ChildFund; it recommends the 
following actions in the current scenario: 
 

• In both Bihar and UP, the worst affected districts are also prioritised in 
ChildFund India’s Program Strategy. In Bihar the worst affected districts are 
Kishanganj, Araria, Purnea and Katihar – all are identified as priority districts 
in the strategy. Similarly, Bahraich and Shrawasti in UP are amongst the worst 
affected districts and also prioritised in Program Strategy. Therefore, we 
consider a response in these districts is an investment in future direction.  

• ChildFund India has a presence in both Bihar and UP through subsidy 
programs. However, the floods have occurred in different districts in the same 
state (worst affected are mentioned above). It would be worth considering an 
assessment in one of these states and a response could be planned based on the 
assessment findings.  

• We propose to undertake an assessment (and possible response) in Bihar as the 
impact is comparatively higher and operationally it is manageable through local 
NGOs who are currently providing us the information. The technical guidance 
and oversight can be ensured by ChildFund’s DRM Specialist. 

• ChildFund India has recently stockpiled NFI kits, Education kits and CCS 
materials. Some of these stockpiled items could be deployed with initial seed 
funds to begin the response. The initial response can be managed by through 
deployments from NERT who are trained on emergency response. 

• Once we initiate the response, we will have better chances of raising resources 
from different sources including Corporates within the country. 

 
5. Coordination mechanisms set up by the government and/or United Nations that 

ChildFund has participated in:   



 

On 14th August 2017, ChildFund DRM Specialist attended an Inter-Agency 
Coordination (IAC) Call organised Sphere India and got updates, some of which are 
provided in the above sections. The situation is being monitored by all the humanitarian 
agencies and as per my understanding some agencies are planning for responses 
because of the widespread severity and impact of the disaster. Further, we are receiving 
field level updates from IAG through sphere.  
 
The multi sectoral joint rapid assessment in Bihar has been initiated on 18th August and 
expected to be completed by 21st or 22nd August 2017. This assessment will provide 
quick update on the impact of the floods by end of next week. 


