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Background 
 
ChildFund CEOs will soon select one of two potential EVAC related campaigns to serve as an integral component of 
ChildFund Alliance’s FY22-25 Strategic Plan. The EVAC topics under consideration are Online Safety and Safe Learning 
Environments. 
 
Suggestions on funding potential for these campaign topics are based on an initial desk review and focuses on relevant 
international foreign aid trends among selected institutional donors, multilateral donors, foundations, and corporations. 
This research is not meant to provide an exhaustive list of potential donors, but rather a first draft overview of the funding 
potential in this sector. 
 
SECTION I : Online Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 
 

On 24 March 2021, the Child Rights Committee published its legal guidance note1 (general comment no. 25) 
on how States should protect children’s rights with regard to the digital environment. In its general comment, 
the Committee emphasizes that the rights of every child must be respected, protected and fulfilled in the 
digital environment. The Committee recommends that States take robust legislative and administrative 
measures to protect children from harmful and misleading content. Children should also be protected from 
all forms of violence that happens in the digital environment, including child trafficking, gender-based 
violence, cyber-aggression, cyber-attacks and information warfare.  

 
This section provides an overview and an analysis of the funding potential for Online Safety, specifically related to 
opportunities aimed at reducing online child sexual exploitation and abuse (CSEA) as outlined in the Program Choices 
Working Group paper on reducing CSEA.  The CSEA paper outlines key objectives and recommendations, should it be 
selected as a campaign topic. These include:  

a. Tackle online CSEA by encouraging governments to develop national plans in-line with WeProtect Model National 
Response. This includes robust legislation, law enforcement and child protection systems that ensure children’s 
access to a range of services and support. Encourage technology firms, governments and other stakeholders to 
endorse the Voluntary Principles to Counter Online Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse.  

b. Promote digital citizenship for children by expanding their digital literacy and empowering them to play an active 
role in society, both on and offline. This includes using established curricula and peer networks to build digital 
resilience and complementing these efforts with a push for national legislation and global commitments to 
enhance children’s online safety and digital citizenship.  

 
1. Public sector funding trends: Institutional and multilateral donors 

 
1.1 Online CSEA and digital citizenship as a priority for domestic programs 

 
Several developed countries are making legislative and financial efforts to tackle online CSEA (and digital safety in general) 
and significant funding is being invested in the development of national policies, strategies and programs. This political 
priority is well reflected in the institutional donors’ domestic programming priorities. 
 
However, while institutional donors are financing online CSEA and digital safety in their own domestic programs, they are 
rarely making it a stand-alone specific priority for development and humanitarian aid. These donors do contribute to a 
wide array of global initiatives, but they are mainly devoted to promoting the exchange of information regarding new and 
emerging threats, and sharing best practices and lessons learned in combatting online criminality.  
 

                                                           
1 The guidance note, also known as general comment, is the result of a two-year consultation with States parties, inter-governmental organizations, civil society, national 
human rights institutions and children. Over 700 children and young people, aged between nine and 22 years old in 27 countries, were asked how digital technology 
impacts their rights, and what actions they want to see taken to protect them. 

https://www.weprotect.org/wp-content/uploads/WePROTECT-2015-Model-National-Response-1-page-1.pdf
https://www.weprotect.org/wp-content/uploads/WePROTECT-2015-Model-National-Response-1-page-1.pdf
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The position of the European Union (EU) regarding online CSEA is a good example of this trend. While the EU institutions 
are investing significant resources in policy and funding initiatives to fight online CSEA inside of the EU, it is not identified 
as a priority of the EU’s external action for the period of 2021-2027.  
 
Another relevant example is the Australian Government’s Online Safety Grants Program, led by the eSafety Commissioner. 
Grant funding - ranging from A$80,000 to A$1 million - has been made available to non-government organizations to 
develop services, resources and products that provide new solutions for improving online safety of children, the 
community, and those most at-risk online in Australia. However, child online safety is not prioritized in the same way in 
Australia’s external programs and humanitarian aid. 
 
Given the limited windows of opportunities offered through development and humanitarian aid, raising institutional and 
multilateral funds for this campaign topic would require building a broader fundraising / grant acquisition strategy that 
would be more closely aligned with broader thematic trends (1.2) (see below) or with the donors’ digitalization agenda 
(1.3).   
 

1.2 Tackling online CSEA and digital citizenship in external action through global priorities 
 
While this campaign topic is not a stand-alone priority for the external action of most public sector donors, it naturally 
falls under some global priorities, such as gender equality, security, education or humanitarian assistance. Such type of 
grant acquisition work would require mainstreaming actions and activities related to this potential campaign topic into 
programs and project proposals that focus on these global priorities.  
 
Gender Equality 
 
Gender equality, as defined by the United Nations, refers to the equal rights, responsibilities and opportunities of women 
and men and girls and boys. Equality between women and men is seen both as a human rights issue and as a precondition 
for, and indicator of, sustainable people-centered development. 
 
Today, there is an unprecedented commitment to accelerate progress towards gender equality, something most donors 
reflect in their action plans. For instance, gender equality is a policy priority for all but one OECD DAC member agency, 
with 24 out of 29 agencies reporting increased policy focus since 2006. Fighting CSEA is often an integral part of these 
strategies even if they rarely focus on its online components.  
 
Fundraising for this campaign topic could be done through this global funding trend. ChildFund members would, however, 
need to develop competitive proposals that both match the donors’ priorities (for instance, access to protection services 
for girls) and promote ChildFund specific and innovative actions around tackling online CSEA and digital citizenship.  
 
Institutional and multilateral donors with a strong gender equality agenda include the countries of Canada, France, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and Spain, as well as the Grand Challenges initiative, UNICEF, and UNWomen. 
 
Security, Justice, Democracy and Human Rights 
 
This campaign topic can also potentially fall under the donors’ programs in the sector of security, justice, democracy and 
human rights, where human trafficking and cyber-crime are often included as a key priority area. Again, ChildFund- specific 
and innovative actions on online CSEA and digital citizenship would have to be framed in a much broader proposal devoted 
to ending this form of criminality through a rights-based approach (referring perpetrators to justice, support to victims, 
etc.).   
 
Donors such as the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, UNICEF, or Canada2 are actively involved in the sector.  

                                                           
2 Canada: the Anti-Crime Capacity Building Program works to improve the capacity of beneficiary states, government entities and international organizations to deal 
with transnational crime. The mandate of the anti-crime program is global, but focuses on the Americas, mainly Central America, the Caribbean and Mexico. The ACCBP 
also administers the Canadian annual voluntary contributions to the Organization of American States (OAS) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 

https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/internet/online-safety/support-online-safety#:~:text=Online%20Safety%20Grants%20Program&text=The%20program%2C%20which%20will%20be,and%20maintain%20safe%20online%20habits
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Education 
 
All institutional and multilateral donors fund education and this represents an opportunity for ChildFund to align its 
proposals and programs with this global priority. The objective of promoting the digital citizenship of children actually 
belongs to the education priority since it relies on activities such as increasing digital literacy and updating curricula 
through the digital lens. Tackling online CSEA could also be done through an education component for example by raising 
awareness for children and their caregivers. 
 
Funding potentials include: 

 France: Global education is a flagship priority of the government. Funding can be sought through two instruments 
of the Agence Française de Développement (AFD): the Sectoral Innovation Facility for NGOs (FISONG)3 and the 
Crisis and Post-Crisis Calls for Projects (APCC)4. 

 EU: Education is included in the Governance, Peace and Security, and Human Development overarching priority, 
and it is also addressed under Sustainable Growth and Jobs and the Digital Agenda.  

 Other examples of donors funding education include: Australia, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, South Korea, 
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, Grand Challenges5, UNICEF. 

 
Humanitarian Assistance 
 
The majority of institutional and multilateral donors are providing funds for humanitarian assistance, such as Norway, the 
Netherlands, South Korea, United Kingdom, United States of America, the EU, Humanitarian Grand Challenges, UNICEF, 
and UNHCR. Under the umbrella of these funds available for the affected areas, ChildFund members could find an 
opportunity for fundraising for interventions in humanitarian settings including children’s safe access to the Internet in 
the absence of classrooms, which directly relates to both objectives. 
 

1.3 Digitalization and technology as a growing global trend 
 
Many institutional and multilateral donors are supporting digitalization and technology in their current development 
cooperation strategy. Their digitalization agenda usually focuses on new technologies, innovation, ICTs, supporting local 
innovative initiatives and start-ups, etc. While they are not very well aligned with ChildFund’s eventual work on online 
CSEA, they are a better fit for the work around digital citizenship. The UK, the EU and some EU Member States illustrate 
this trend.  
 

                                                           
The Anti-Crime Capacity Building Program focuses on illicit drugs, corruption, human trafficking and migrant smuggling, money laundering and proceeds of crime, 
security sector reform, and crime prevention (including prevention of cyber-crime). 
3 FISONG is a “thematic call for projects” to promote the emergence of innovative practices led by French and non-French civil society organizations. The themes are 
defined in consultation with them. FISONG, which was set up in 2007, develops partnerships between French or international CSOs and AFD, by co-financing innovative 
projects in the various sectors related to development.  By “innovation”, AFD means seeking new operating methods that provide real added value in technical, 
methodological and organizational processes and/or partnerships developed that are likely to create new dynamics and act as a driving force in a sector. FISONG aims 
to develop and promote the innovation and capitalization capacities of CSOs and create synergies between AFD and CSOs. The objective is to improve the coordination 
of public policies with the initiatives of non-governmental cooperation. It also seeks to strengthen the partnership with CSOs as channels for aid adapted to situations 
where public contracting authorities are absent or weak. This financing tool is launched via biannual competitive calls for projects open to international CSOs. It finances 
a maximum of 90% of the project amounts. In addition, since 2016, CSOs which benefit from FISONG can have free assistance (awareness-raising, personalized follow-
up, capitalization, etc.) to ensure that gender is better taken into account in their project. 
4 APCC: To provide a more effective response to fragile contexts, since 2013, AFD has been developing dedicated instruments, which include calls for crisis and post-
crisis projects (APCC). The APCC have been developed to be complementary to the other CSO financing tools of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs (Emergency 
Humanitarian Fund of the Crisis and Support Center) and AFD. Based on specifications defined by AFD, the APCC allow projects to be built jointly with CSOs or other 
French and international non-profit organizations. AFD also promotes a diversification in partnership frameworks between international CSOs, local CSOs and public 
authorities in partner countries. This allows mechanisms to be adapted to the needs of each situation in a dynamic manner and over time. Since 2013, €83.5 million 
have been allocated via the APCC to international CSOs (often in consortiums) and local CSOs. While these calls for projects are open to international CSOs, they have 
mainly benefited French CSOs, reflecting their expertise, their knowledge of the areas in question, and the strength of the local partnerships which have been developed. 
The APCC have often been financed by delegations of European Union funds, in particular the Emergency Trust Fund (ETF) and Madad Fund. They are now also financed 
by the Minka Peace and Resilience Fund. 
5 Grand Challenges is a family of initiatives fostering innovation to solve key global health and development problems. Each initiative is an experiment in the use of 
challenges to focus innovation on making an impact. It includes Grand Challenges, Grand Challenges Canada, Grand Challenges Brazil, Grand Challenges India, Grand 
Challenges Ethiopia, Grand Challenges Africa, Grand Challenges South Africa, Grand Challenges China, Grand Challenges Korea, Grand Challenges Explorations, Grand 
Challenges for Development, and Humanitarian Grand Challenges. 
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It would be relevant for ChildFund to frame its proposals by highlighting the critical need for adequate protection and 
education in the wake of new technologies and the increased worldwide access to the Internet for children. ChildFund 
could draw attention on child-centered rights-based innovative technologies that ensure child online safety and promote 
digital citizenship. 
 
Donors investing in this growing trend include: 

 Germany: BMZ ‘initiative themes’, which will receive special attention for selected periods of time depending on 
needs, include digitalization. This represents an opportunity for ChildFund’s objective to promote digital 
citizenship. 

 EU: The EU is currently working on its new digitalization agenda and on its integration into its external aid agenda. 
An important focus will be given on promoting jobs and growth, especially for women and girls in order to reduce 
the Gender Digital Divide and facilitate their access to jobs requiring digital skills. The EU will support increased 
and universal access to affordable and secure connectivity. E-education will be included in the support to the 
development of e-services (digital literacy, basic digital skills, coding schools, distance learning, etc.). The EU 
digitalization agenda is an opportunity for ChildFund to secure funds on digital citizenship6.  

 
 

1.4 Potential alignment with the Covid-19 response and recovery funds 
 
All institutional and multilateral donors are engaging funds in the response to and recovery from COVID-19 at different 
levels. Leveraging these funds would be possible if we are in a position to establish a clear and evidence-based analysis of 
the link between increased online CSEA in official development assistance (ODA) recipient countries and the pandemic, 
and the need to take urgent action. Also, ChildFund Alliance could make a case by establishing the increased need for 
digital citizenship due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and apply for funding for this objective under the COVID-19 theme.  
 
 

2. Private sector funding trends: foundations and corporations 
 
While governments undoubtedly have a role in shaping policies to protect children online, increasingly it is the outcome 
of partnerships between governments, the non-profit sector, and the industry that lead to tangible results (both in terms 
of policy-making and fundraising for programs). The question of how these sectors respond to the threats facing children 
is, however, complex as these actors do not weigh these priorities in the same way. For instance, data protection and 
privacy requirement often take precedence over child protection concerns.  
 
That said, the private sector fundraising potential of this campaign topic is very important as foundations and corporations, 
mainly from the tech sector, are investing important resources to tackle online safety. Such a partnership strategy would 
require ChildFund Alliance and members to engage meaningfully and competitively in this vast sector, and invest 
important resources (such as technical expertise, innovation development, etc.).  
 

2.1 Rise of public-private & for-profit – non-profit partnerships to tackle online CSEA 
 
Public-private / for-profit and non-profit partnerships are key in this sector and can be very promising. The “tech giants” 
actively take part in policymaking and strategy development, while making sure their reputation is intact and they are not 
hosting threats or potential crimes on their platforms and interfaces. In addition, they are proving to be reliable donors in 
the sector, as they mobilize important resources, promote fund matching internally7, and are members to global 
coalitions.  
 

                                                           
6 According to the Council of Europe, ‘digital citizenship refers to the ability to engage positively, critically and competently in the digital environment, drawing on the 
skills of effective communication and creation, to practice forms of social participation that are respectful of human rights and dignity through the responsible use of 
technology’. 
7 They match the amount of the contributions made by their employees to an organization. 
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Countless organizations and numerous governments around the world, however, solicit these private sector actors. 
Therefore, ChildFund Alliance must be able to differentiate itself and take a strong innovative approach to achieve desired 
impact. Facebook, Google, Yahoo, Cisco, Apple, Microsoft, Intel, IBM are a few examples of the world’s tech giants. 
 

2.2 Various forms and levels of funding  
 
The funding methodology in this sector is diverse: grants range from small to multi-million, and in some corporations, first-
time grants are smaller, but then grow with the relationship. 
 
Large grants result from building trust, visibility, and sustainable relationships since many foundations do not open calls 
but rather contact the organization directly and invite a proposal such as the Children’s Investment Fund Foundation8 or 
the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation9. There are also specific calls, like the 100&Change from the MacArthur 
Foundation, requests for proposals from the Ford Foundation10, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation11, Google.org, or 
open calls like from the Global Innovation Fund12. 
 
Smaller grants for example from Amazon Web Services , Africa Online Safety Fund , Cisco  and others, which might range 
from $10,000 to $75,000 (US dollars), should also be considered not be interesting for ChildFund Alliance in the scope of 
these objectives. 
 
 
SECTION II: Safe Learning Environments 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has created the largest disruption of education systems in history, affecting nearly 
1.6 billion learners in more than 190 countries and all continents. Closures of schools and other learning 
spaces have impacted 94 percent of the world’s student population, up to 99 percent in low and lower-middle 
income countries. The crisis is exacerbating preexisting education disparities by reducing the opportunities for 
many of the most vulnerable children, youth, and adults – for example, those living in poor or rural areas, 
girls, refugees, persons with disabilities and forcibly displaced persons – to continue their learning. Learning 
losses also threaten to extend beyond this generation and erase decades of progress, not least in support of 
girls and young women’s educational access and retention. Some 23.8 million additional children and youth 
(from pre-primary to tertiary) may drop out or not have access to school next year due to the pandemic’s 
economic impact alone (UN, 2020). Similarly, the education disruption has had, and will continue to have, 
substantial effects beyond education. Closures of educational institutions hamper the provision of essential 
services to children and communities, including access to nutritious food, affect the ability of many parents 
to work, and increase risks of violence against women and girls13. On re-opening, schools play a crucial role 
in providing a safe learning environment and supporting the wellbeing of returning learners. 
 

This section outlines key objectives and recommendations for creating safe learning environments by working to end all 
forms of discrimination— including forms stemming from harmful gender norms, and violence, such as bullying, against 

                                                           
8 CIFF identifies opportunities by talking to and meeting individuals and organizations working within its priority areas. CIFF does not normally accept unsolicited 
proposals. Relevant priority is Child Protection which includes sexual exploitation. 
9 The Hewlett Foundation makes grants in education and global development and population (among others) and has a relevant time -limited initiative 
focused on cybersecurity. Most of the Hewlett Foundation grants are awarded to organizations identified by the foundation. From time to time, the 
foundation invites letters of inquiry and other types of proposals through open processes.  
10 Ford Foundation: while technology and the internet have transformed how we learn, connect, create and engage with the world around us, they have increased 
divisions across society and exacerbated inequality. The Ford Foundation’s Technology and Society Program believes that the internet must be designed and governed 
as a vital public good that ensures equitable access and the strongest protections of fundamental rights. The Ford Foundation is always open to new ideas and invites 
submissions through a short online form. The Ford Foundation will review each one and be in touch within 45 days if interested in learning more.  
11 Grantmaking areas include Gender Equality, Global Development Program, and Global Policy & Advocacy that are relevant for ChildFund Alliance. 
12 At GIF, they believe that innovation, by which they mean any solution that has potential to address an important development problem more effectively than existing 
approaches, can come from anyone, anywhere. This means that GIF accepts applications working in any sector in any developing country. Any type of organization may 
apply. GIF seeks out innovations they believe have the greatest potential to improve the lives of millions of people living in poverty and only select those innovations 
which: 1. Are focused on the poor. 2. Are novel approaches which are not commonplace. 3. Can improve upon alternatives solutions. 4. Are backed by evidence of 
potential impact. 5. Can be widely applied in many different settings. 6. Have the potential to scale to reach millions of people. 7. Are led by strong and dynamic teams. 
8. Are ready for investment. 9. Will generate new knowledge on what works. 10. Have a clear role for GIF. 
13 United Nations, Policy Brief: Education during Covid-19 and Beyond, August 2020. 
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children in all learning environments. Raising funds for ChildFund Alliance’s objective to create safe learning environments 
could fall under the following thematic trends: education (including education in emergencies), gender equality, and child 
protection, separately or combined, as it is a growing trend to approach education comprehensively. 
 

1. Public sector funding trends: institutional and multilateral donors 
 

1.1 Education as a global priority 
 
Education and safe learning 
 
Violence in educational settings is a daily reality that denies millions of children and young people the fundamental human 
right to education. One estimate14 suggests that 246 million children and adolescents experience violence in and around 
school every year. Girls are disproportionately affected, as are those perceived not to conform to prevailing sexual and 
gender norms. Schools that are not safe or inclusive violate the right to education as enshrined in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child; and contravene the Convention against Discrimination in Education. Together with 
its partners, UNESCO leads the work on this topic15.  
 
Education is at the heart of sustainable development and all public sector donors fund education, prior to, during, and 
certainly after the COVID-19 pandemic. Institutional and multilateral donors recognize the harmful disruption caused by 
COVID-19 to education. Foreign aid to education currently focuses on the safe return of all students to education, 
especially the most vulnerable (early childhood, girls, children with disabilities, out-of-school children, children in remote 
areas, children living in poverty, etc.). However, as schools begin to reopen, children are expressing their fears about going 
back to school16, and therefore, we are expecting increased efforts to end all forms of violence in schools (and in the 
community at large), and ensure that schools are safe environments for all children. 
 
Almost all donors’ education programs promote inclusion and gender equality, and a holistic approach to education 
comprising child protection, health, and nutrition, and extending to caregivers’ and communities’ awareness and 
engagement.  
 
School bullying is in the spotlight more than ever before17, with evidence showing that one in three teens are bullied 
globally. Several developed countries are making legislative and financial efforts to tackle bullying in schools and significant 
funding is being invested in the development of national policies, strategies and programs. This political priority is well 
reflected in the institutional donors’ domestic programming priorities including the EU, the USA, and many others. We 
have not, however, identified one current specific development or humanitarian aid program funded by institutional 
donors that prioritize bullying by making it a prime concern.  
 
The countries of France18, Australia, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom, 
as well as entities including the Global Partnership for Education, Grand Challenges19, UNICEF, and many others include 
education in their funding priorities. For the period of 2021-2027, the European Union (EU) has ear marked at least 10% 

                                                           
14 By Plan International. 
15 UNESCO works with partners to support international campaigns to engage stakeholders to respond to school violence. Examples include the Safe to Learn15 
campaign against school violence in general and the Power of Zero Campaign against cyberbullying. Also, UNICEF works to increase the protection of children, 
improve learning outcomes, better leverage investments in education, and raise awareness of violence in schools, through the #EndViolence15 campaign, and as part 
of Safe to Learn. 
16 According to UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay. 
17 For instance, UNESCO and the World Anti-Bullying Forum launched a new series of international meetings. The series brings together researchers and practitioners 

to help design and deliver evidence-based responses to bullying in and around schools. It will build towards and contribute to the World Anti-Bullying Forum 2021, to 
be held in Stockholm in November. The first in the series of international meetings was held on Tuesday 23 March, on the whole-education approach17 to bullying 
prevention. This will most probably generate a momentum around bullying prevention and tackling in schools, with possible funding opportunities. 
18 France: global education is a flagship priority of the government. Funding can be sought through these two instruments of the Agence Française de Développement 
(AFD): the Sectoral Innovation Facility for NGOs (FISONG) and the Crisis and Post-Crisis Calls for Projects (APCC). 
19 Grand Challenges is a family of initiatives fostering innovation to solve key global health and development problems. Each initiative is an experiment in the use of 
challenges to focus innovation on making an impact. It includes Grand Challenges, Grand Challenges Canada, Grand Challenges Brazil, Grand Challenges India, Grand 
Challenges Ethiopia, Grand Challenges Africa, Grand Challenges South Africa, Grand Challenges China, Grand Challenges Korea, Grand Challenges Explorations, Grand 
Challenges for Development, and Humanitarian Grand Challenges. 
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of human development spending for education within its new funding instrument. The EU’s priorities for the education 
sector, which are currently in development, will be framed around the following pillars: 1) Reach quality education; 2) 
Girls and gender equality; and 3) Skills development.  

Education in emergencies 
 
While access to quality education remains a priority for most public sector donors investing in education in emergencies 
(EiE), many of them increasingly align their protection and EiE programs, and their actions include the provision of safe 
and healing learning spaces. For instance, 65% of EU-funded EiE actions have integrated protection elements. ChildFund’s 
increased presence and actions in the EiE sector represent an opportunity to leverage these existing funds for the benefit 
of the campaign’s objectives.  
 
Many donors including UNESCO, UNICEF, UNHCR, and the World Bank are funding EiE. Countries funds EiE through their 
own programs as well as through global coalitions:  

 Education Cannot Wait20 (ECW): ECW’s First Emergency Response investment window supports education 
programs immediately during sudden-onset or escalating crises. The fund’s Multi-Year Resilience investment 
window addresses longer-term needs through multi-year joint programs in protracted crises, enabling 
humanitarian and development actors to work together on delivering collective education outcomes in five 
priority areas including gender equality and protection. 

 Australia: Australia is playing a key role supporting Indo-Pacific partner countries to address education system 
disruptions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Investments in education enable children and young people, 
particularly girls and children with a disability, to gain the skills they need to obtain work, engage in further study, 
and to lead productive lives. 

 Global Partnership for Education: GPE mobilized its most rapid and largest emergency response to help prevent a 
deepening loss of learning and potential. By quickly focusing on the right things in the right places, GPE’s COVID-
19 fund is helping governments sustain learning for up to 355 million children in lower-income countries, with a 
sharp focus on those hardest hit by school closures: girls, children with disabilities and children from the poorest 
families. By acting at the right time and at scale, GPE provided dedicated funding of more than half a billion U.S. 
dollars to partner countries, making it the single-largest source of grants to education as part of the worldwide 
response. 

 EU: The share of ECHO’s humanitarian aid budget allocated to EiE has substantially increased in the last year. 
Starting from 1% in 2015, it has held steady at 10% since 2019. The EU supports a variety of EiE actions, with 
more than half of them promoting safe education for girls.  
 

1.2 Gender equality as a key to safe learning 
 
School-related gender-based violence (SRGBV) affects millions of children, families and communities. It involves acts or 
threats of sexual, physical or psychological violence occurring in and around schools, perpetrated because of gender norms 
and stereotypes, and enforced by unequal power dynamics. This violence has a serious impact on educational outcomes, 
with many students avoiding school, achieving below their potential, or dropping out completely. In every country and 
region of the world where SRGBV has been studied, incidents have been reported. While SRGBV is aggravated in countries 
affected by conflict, it is otherwise pervasive, cutting across cultural, geographic and economic barriers. 
 
Ensuring that girls can learn in safe and supportive environments is a focus of most institutional and multilateral donors, 
with a trend of mainstreaming across education programs. These include Spain, Grand Challenges, UNESCO, UNICEF, UN 

                                                           
20 Education Cannot Wait (ECW) is the first global fund dedicated to education in emergencies and protracted crises. ECW was established during the World 
Humanitarian Summit in 2016 by international humanitarian and development aid actors, along with public and private donors, to help reposition education as a priority 
on the humanitarian agenda, usher in a more collaborative approach among actors on the ground and foster additional funding to ensure that every crisis-affected 
child and young person is in school and learning. Based on the recognition that continuous access to quality learning is a priority for children and families affected by 
conflicts, natural disasters and displacement and that no organization can do it alone, ECW comes as a ground-breaking initiative bringing together public and private 
partners eager to work together differently and mobilize the funding required to deploy immediate and sustainable programs tailor-made to the educational needs of 
these children. 
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Women, UNFPA, USAID, Canada21, France22, GPE23, the Netherlands24, Sweden25, Norway26, and many others. This 
represents an important opportunity for ChildFund members to raise funds for safe learning environments in line with 
this priority, especially regarding tackling gender-based violence, gender-based discrimination, and harmful gender norms. 
 

1.3 Linking child protection and education 
 
Schools play an essential role in protecting children from abuse. They have regular contact with children and young people 
so they are in a strong position to identify signs of abuse and neglect. Schools are also places where violence can take 
place. Protecting children in learning environments is on the agenda of institutional and multilateral donors, both 
domestically27 and internationally. In international aid, mainstreaming child protection is a trend in education funding. 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has created huge challenges and disruption for schools. As circumstances change, schools need 
to continually adapt their practices and ways they are supporting children and young people. In addition, in emergencies, 
experience repeatedly shows that when children are protected in an effective and holistic manner, other humanitarian 
efforts – including education – are more successful. In turn, simultaneously strengthening child protection and education 
systems is proven to be one of the most cost-effective ways to build resilience and promote sustainable development. An 
intersectoral approach is therefore necessary to address the multifaceted challenges and risks faced by children in 
humanitarian settings. ChildFund Alliance could align its proposals with this intersectoral approach, to raise funds for its 
campaign topic. 
 

2. Private sector funding trends: foundations and corporations 
 
In general, the potential for increasing private sector participation in the achievement of the SDGs is lower in the sectors 
that are at the core of public service responsibilities and sometime sensitive to private sector involvement (such as security 
and justice and at a lesser level, health and education). Infrastructure sectors (such as power and renewable energy), 
transport, water and sanitation are more natural candidates for greater private sector participation.  
 
UNESCO28 analyzed in 2013 the involvement of the private sectors in the education sector. Some of the study’s key findings 
remain relevant:  

 Private sector contributes to education in several ways, but the limited data available on the size of contributions 
suggest that this sector is not a prime destination of their resources (about 5% of the aid devoted to education 
was then spent by the private sector).  

 Discussions about contribution by the private sector to global education often mix very different types of 
involvements. While the activities of the foundations are the most comparable to aid from DAC donors, the 
involvement of corporations differs widely based on their local agenda and methodology (corporate giving, social 
investments or product supply).  

In spite of this, foundations and corporations have been, and remain very active, in the education sector and such 
campaign topic presents a wide array of partnership opportunities. The funding methodology in this sector is diverse: 

                                                           
21 Canada: the Feminist International Assistance Policy (FIAP) of Canada seeks to “eradicate poverty and build a more peaceful, more inclusive, and more prosperous 
world” by promoting gender equality and empowering women and girls. This policy applies a human rights-based approach to its core action area — gender equality 
and the empowerment of women and girls — as well as to other action areas including education, and peace and security. Funding for the ChildFund Alliance 
objectives could be sought in line with one or more action areas of this policy. 
22 France: France’s political focus on gender equality may increase over the next years, as outlined in the gender equality strategy for 2018 to 2022. In 2021, France 
will co-host the Generation Equality Forum organized by UN Women in June, where Action Coalitions aim to provide incentives for additional financial and political 
commitments on key gender-related issues. 
23 Global Partnership for Education: GPE harnesses the collective power of the partnership to secure political and financial support for gender-responsive education 
systems. GPE is committed to gender equality and to ensure all girls and boys enjoy equal education opportunities. 
24 The Netherlands: advancing gender equality and strengthening the position of women and girls is a cross-cutting theme of Dutch development policy, and the 
government has taken leadership on the matter. 
25 Sweden: gender equality and women’s empowerment are central to Swedish foreign and development policy. 
26 Norway: gender equality is a top focus. 
27 For example, the US Department of Justice awarded Nearly $50 Million in grants to Improve School Safety in 2020. 
28 Private sector should boost finance for education, UNESCO, January 2013. 
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grants range from small to multi-million, and in some corporations, first-time grants are smaller, but then grow with the 
relationship. 
 
Large grants result from building trust, visibility, and sustainable relationships, since many foundations do not open calls 
but rather contact the organization directly and invite a proposal such as the Children’s Investment Fund Foundation29 or 
the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation30. There are also specific calls, like the 100&Change from the MacArthur 
Foundation, requests for proposals from the Ford Foundation31, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation32, Google.org Impact 
Challenge for Women and Girls33, or open calls from the Global Innovation Fund34. Smaller grants from Cisco35 and others 
might not yield significant funding, but they might still be relevant for ChildFund Alliance in the scope of this objective. 
 
Some foundations have specific education goals, for example the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation36. Each year, the 
Foundation creates opportunities for more than 5 million low-income students globally to attend high-quality schools, and 
each year, the Foundation supports more than 500,000 classrooms globally with high-quality tools, technology, and 
resources. ChildFund Alliance could pitch its proposals for safe learning environments within these specific goals. 
 
Some foundations have thematic interests within the field of learning, for example the LEGO Foundation37 which is leading 
on how learning through play positively impacts children’s development. It is making large funds available to partners 
focusing on improving whole child development. This could represent an opportunity for ChildFund Alliance’s objective of 
safe learning environments. 
 
References 
 
SECTION I:  

https://research.csiro.au/aus4innovation/activities/grants/round-3-now-open/ 

                                                           
29 CIFF identifies opportunities by talking to and meeting individuals and organizations working within its priority areas. CIFF does not normally accept unsolicited 
proposals. Relevant priority is the Girl Capital strategy, which includes gender-transformative programming and education. 
30 The Hewlett Foundation makes grants in education and global development and population (among others). Most of the Hewlett Foundation grants are awarded to 
organizations identified by the foundation. From time to time, the foundation invites letters of inquiry and other types of proposals through open processes. 
31 Ford Foundation: there is no greater threat to a woman’s equality than violence. Gender inequality exacerbates violence, and the prevalence of violence 
compounds inequality. Gender-based violence transcends cultures, borders, and contexts, keeping women and girls from pursuing and realizing their full potential 
socially, economically, and politically. Ford Foundation works globally to reduce violence by supporting women- and girl-led organizations, particularly in the Global 
South, and placing those most affected at the center of developing solutions. Ford Foundation knows violence intersects with race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and a 
number of other factors, so the Foundation works to dismantle the deeply entrenched attitudes and structures that not only perpetuate violence but allow it to occur 
in the first place. The Ford Foundation is always open to new ideas and invites submissions through a short online form. The Ford Foundation will review each one 
and be in touch within 45 days if interested in learning more.  
32 Grantmaking areas include Gender Equality, Global Development Program, and Global Policy & Advocacy that are relevant for ChildFund Alliance. 
33 The Google.org Impact Challenge for Women and Girls commits $25 million to fund organizations creating pathways to prosperity for women and girls. This is an 
open call for applications, and selected charitable initiatives will receive up to $2 million, as well as opportunities for mentorship and additional support from Google. 
Gender inequity is one of the most urgent challenges we face as a society, and COVID-19 has put the economic future of women and girls at even greater risk. 
Google.org believes that solving big problems requires collective action, and the people closest to the challenges are often those closest to the solution. Google.org 
wants to support organizations helping women and girls turn their economic potential into power: from programs addressing systemic barriers to economic equality, 
to those cultivating entrepreneurship, developing financial independence, and more. 
34 At GIF, they believe that innovation, by which they mean any solution that has potential to address an important development problem more effectively than 
existing approaches, can come from anyone, anywhere. This means that GIF accepts applications working in any sector in any developing country. Any type of 
organization may apply. GIF seeks out innovations they believe have the greatest potential to improve the lives of millions of people living in poverty and only select 
those innovations which: 1. Are focused on the poor. 2. Are novel approaches which are not commonplace. 3. Can improve upon alternatives solutions. 4. Are backed 
by evidence of potential impact. 5. Can be widely applied in many different settings. 6. Have the potential to scale to reach millions of people. 7. Are led by strong and 
dynamic teams. 8. Are ready for investment. 9. Will generate new knowledge on what works. 10. Have a clear role for GIF. 
35 CISCO Global Impact Cash Grants: Cisco welcomes applications for Global Impact Cash Grants from community partners around the world who share Cisco’s vision 
and offer an innovative approach to a critical social challenge. Global Impact Cash Grants go to nonprofits and non-governmental organizations that address a 
significant social problem. Cisco is looking for programs that fit within its investment areas, serve the underserved, and leverage technology to improve the reach and 
efficiency of services. Cisco accepts applications year-round from eligible organizations. An initial information form is used to determine whether the organization will 
be invited to complete a full application. Cisco’s cash and product grant programs help nonprofits apply digital technology to have the broadest impact in some of the 
most economically underserved parts of the world. The maximum request amount for first-time grant recipients is US$75,000. 
36 Funding education programs in India, South Africa, and/or the USA, with grants starting at US$50,000. 
37 The LEGO Foundation identifies and supports programs on the ground as examples of how learning through play positively impacts children’s development. The 
LEGO Foundation seeks out initiatives where it can have maximum impact and have identified opportunities for applying its extensive knowledge about play in real-
world settings. In order to do so, the LEGO Foundation forms partnerships with organizations, school systems and governments around the world on activities that 
focus on improving whole child development and by bringing learning through play into their lives at home, in school and in their communities. The LEGO Foundation 
does not accept unsolicited requests for product donations, collaboration opportunities, funding of projects, etc. 
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https://unitedtoendbullying.com/grant/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000219221
https://www.end-violence.org/safe-to-learn#call-to-action
https://en.unesco.org/themes/school-violence-and-bullying/
https://en.unesco.org/news/new-series-international-meetings-school-bullying-rolled-out-2021
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https://worldantibullyingforum.com/ 
 
https://en.unesco.org/news/16-days-activism-against-gender-based-violence-schools-are-part-solution 
 
https://www.leonardcheshire.org/ 
 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000366483 
 
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/violence-prevention/global-status-report-on-violence-
against-children-2020 
 
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/child-maltreatment/inspire-webinar-4_safe-environments-
overview_alex-butchart.pdf?sfvrsn=5608c22c_5 
 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-awards-nearly-50-million-grants-improve-school-safety 
 
https://inee.org/system/files/resources/Plan_Learn_Without_Fear.pdf 
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