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ChildFund Alliance is a global network of 12 child-focused development organizations working in 70 

countries. We help more than 23 million children and their families overcome poverty and the underlying 

conditions that prevent children from achieving their full potential. Members work to end violence against 

children; provide expertise in emergencies and disasters to ease the harmful impact on children and their 

communities; and engage children and youth to create lasting change. Our commitment, resources, 

innovation, knowledge and expertise serve as a powerful force to elevate the voices of children and 

transform their lives. 

In September 2015, the United Nations unanimously adopted Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development, a set of universal goals, targets and indicators to frame the global 

development agenda for the next 15 years. The Agenda includes a stand-alone target (16.2) on violence 

against children: End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of 

children. ChildFund Alliance worked assiduously for the inclusion of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 

16.2 in the global agenda through its Free from Violence and Exploitation Campaign and in partnership 

with others. SDG 16.2 provides the overall framework for all of our activities at ChildFund Alliance.  

More details on ChildFund and the work of our members may be found here as well as our resource 

page.  

Reducing Emerging Threats to Online Safety Campaign 

As ChildFund Alliance embarks upon its new Strategic Plan FY22-25, we aim to reassert our long-standing 

commitment to ending violence against children (EVAC). To achieve this, we are embarking on a campaign 

aimed at reducing emerging threats to children’s safety online. 

The number of children participating in the online environment is increasing rapidly — more than 175,000 

children go online for the first time each day1 across the globe, with the majority gaining access through 

mobile phones2. Children leverage digital technology to socialize, communicate, learn, and play, all of 

which are essential to their well-being and development. Yet, studies conducted in diverse geographies 

— from Rwanda, to India, to the Philippines — have all indicated that a mix of increased access, lack of 

safeguards, and low awareness of risks amongst children and their caregivers makes children particularly 

vulnerable to online threats. 

Experts globally indicate child sexual abuse material has skyrocketed during the pandemic, with children 

even more vulnerable to such threats due to increased social isolation and unstructured time online. 

Currently, legislation to address the issue of child exploitation and abuse exists, but it is often fragmented 

or does not cover the online incidence of this troubling phenomenon. Further, enforcement of existing 

laws is uneven at best. 

                                                           
1 https://www.unicef.org/eap/press-releases/more-175000-children-go-online-first-time-every-day-tapping-great-
opportunities 
2 Young and Resilient Research Centre, ChildFund commissioned Rapid Review of Online Safety Risks, April 2020. 

https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
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More specifically, ChildFund Alliance aims to reduce the threat of online child sexual exploitation and 

abuse by supporting worldwide action to empower and protect children and by mobilizing key 

stakeholders to help children reach their full potential. The Alliance will do this by promoting legislative 

and policy reform, empowering children to become effective digital citizens, and ensuring that online 

safety efforts reach children in the most vulnerable situations. 

Through this campaign, we aim to achieve two interrelated outcomes: 

 Outcome 1: Laws and policies to protect children from online child sexual exploitation and abuse 

are strengthened 

 Outcome 2: Children are effective digital citizens and are equipped to participate in online civic 

engagement safely, ethically, and responsibly as part of their healthy development. 

Campaign Roll out 

The campaign will roll out using a phased approach. The first event (Phase I) will launch on Safer Internet 

Day – February 08, 2022 and activity around this day will include demonstrating the program work 

undertaken by ChildFund Members in directly addressing the issue of online safety and protection of child 

digital rights. 

Phase II will launch around Spring 2022 where ChildFund aims to mobilize high-level commitment among 

UN Member States through a Global Pledge to end the digital divide and unleash the potential of 

technology to empower, educate, protect, and connect children and young people. 

The Phase III rollout will involve sharing programming and best practices between ChildFund Members so 

that messaging around online safety is unified. This will involve several components including national 

advocacy interventions as we leverage our collective resources and wide reach to push for positive and 

meaningful impact in countries where we operate. 

The Opportunity 

As we endeavor to address mounting threats to children’s safety online, we aim to leverage existing 

collaborations and create new partnerships with those committed to ending violence against children, 

particularly those targeting protection in the digital domain. We believe engaging in these external 

consultations is the right way to identify gaps in the online space and work together to address them.  

Whether advocating for children or delivering services and programmatic activities our voice and actions 

are amplified exponentially when we are strongly aligned. To this end, we are reaching out to you with 

the hope that we can engage in discussion around online safety and work together to address the issue in 

a collaborative and consultative manner lending support where required. 

To facilitate the discussion and explore a potentially mutually beneficial relationship we have created an 

initial list of questions (Annex 1) to help us engage. 

If possible, we would like to meet with you in the New Year. If you are amenable, kindly contact our 

Program Administrative Assistant Lana Ness at lness@childfundalliance.org, or our Advocacy & Policy 

Advisor Ryan De Souza at rdesouza@childfundalliance.org.  

mailto:lness@childfundalliance.org
mailto:rdesouza@childfundalliance.org
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Annex One 

1. What work is your organization involved in around online safety? 

2. Is your organization a member of any committees or coalitions that engages in the topic of online 

safety? 

3. Is your work legislative and policy-oriented, program-oriented or both?  

4. Are you engaged in any advocacy efforts related to the topic of child safety online for which 

ChildFund could lend support? 

5. Given your expertise, are there any issues emerging in the arena of child safety online for which 

there are no current remedies by one or more of the following: a. Government b. Private Sector 

and/or c. Civil Society. 

6. If so, could you explain or elaborate on what these challenges are?  

7. Do you have any particular guidance for how ChildFund’s particular response could be additive or 

complement existing work underway by other Civil Society Organizations? (CSOs) 

 


