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Emergency Relief and Recovery Support to Cyclone “YAAS” affected Children & Families in Kendrapara-Odisha
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1. Context: 
The Very Severe Cyclonic Storm “YAAS” landfall started at 9 am on 26th May 2021 until afternoon at Bahanaga block of Balasore in Odisha impacting both bordering areas of Balasore and Bhadrak districts. The Very Severe Cyclonic Storm made landfall with a maximum sustained wind speed of 130-140 kmph gusting to 155 kmph. The landfall process lasted for four hours and then cyclone moved to Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar district of Odisha. The cyclone’s wind speed has weakened at the time of landfall from an estimated 155-165 kmph gusting, which was a matter of relief and resulted into less destruction. The following are key updates on the cyclone:
· IMD issued Rainfall Warning for North Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal and Sikkim, Jharkhand, Bihar, Assam and Meghalaya states.

· IMD issued Wind Warning for north Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, and Bangladesh coasts and Jharkhand.

· In Odisha: Local administration evacuated around 750,000 vulnerable people from the affected areas including 4,500 pregnant women who moved to local PHC / CHC.

· In, Odisha, around 128 villages in Bhadrak and Balasore districts had been swamped by heavy rain and sea water whipped up by the cyclone but people in most areas had already been moved to safe cyclone shelter.

· Similarly in West Bengal, cyclone affected East Midnapore and South 24 Parganas village as per the State Chief Minister around 10 million people affected and 300,000 houses damaged.

· As per the report of Special Relief Commissioner-Odisha, more than 500,000 people of the villages within 3 to 4 km from the sea, were evacuated in the alerted districts and now returning to their homes, but in Bhadrak and Balasore, people will stay for another day.

· Two persons have reportedly killed by falling of tress due to strong winds. However, confirmation of these incidents from the district administration is awaited.
· On 28th May 2021, the Prime Minister of India conducted ariel survey of the cyclone affected areas in both Odisha and West Bengal. He also held separate review meetings with the Chief Ministers of Odisha and West Bengal during his visit: The government announced the following relief measures to the affected:

· PM announced to provide ex-gratia of ₹200,000 to the next of kin of the deceased and ₹50,000 to the seriously injured due to the storm.

· The PM announced INR 5 billion financial assistance to the Odisha government.

· Odisha Chief Minister announced 7 days of dry ration to the affected communities especially in 128 villages.

2. ChildFund’s Response Plan: 
ChildFund implements sponsorship program in Kendrapara district of Odisha, which is was also impacted by the cyclone although eye of the cyclone was in Bhadrak district of Odisha. The sponsorship program is implemented in 45 villages of Mahakalpara block, which is the nearest program location of ChildFund to the cyclone landfall site. The cyclone has impacted our sponsorship program areas in Kendrapara district but the severity comparatively low. ChildFund field team has undertaken the rapid assessment of the affected areas and following are key updates:
· Our field teams confirmed that 31 sponsorship program villages out of 38 have been affected by the cyclone requiring assistance.

· All the affected villages were inundated with 3-4 ft. water (rainwater and storm surge).

· As of now, the field team has identified 357 families (include 40% of enrolled families) houses are either fully or partially damaged making it non-livable.

· The saline water intrusion has caused massive damage to pisciculture culture one of the key livelihood activity along with agriculture fields, which needs to be reclaimed.
· All the nutrition garden (supported by our sponsorship program) is washed away by the saline water and storm surge.
· The government has announced 7 days relief of cooked food and/or dry food support to the affected population, which is still not yet reached.

Considering the above situation, we have decided to launch emergency response to support our children and other severely affected families with immediate relief and recovery support. The response will be implemented in 30 villages of Kendrapara district of Odisha for a period of 3 months to support over 15,000 population with the following objective and key interventions:
Objective of the Response - To restore normalcy amongst children and their families through provision of Food, Shelter, Hygiene, Protection and livelihoods interventions.
· Family Kits: Rapid Relief to 500 vulnerable households consisting of approx. 2,500 population including 1,000 children. The family kit comprising of Food basket, Hygiene kit and Shelter kit (Mosquito Nets, Tarpaulins, Rope). This kit will support the affected families to recover from the impact of the cyclone and rebuild life with dignity.
· Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) activities will be launched to mitigate ill health, waterborne and other communicable diseases. Repair and Restoration of water sources such as ponds and tube-wells, open wells are an important relief and early recovery activity. Disinfection of schools and village surrounding along with WASH awareness campaigns will be prioritised in all 30 villages. 
· Net to fence open ponds to protect children from drowning in these ponds, which are available at household level and used for household chores. This one of the local level risk that poses threat to children including deaths. The project will support 1,200 families with this support to ensure protection of children at their homes.
· Early Recovery activities through Livelihoods support to vulnerable households targeting marginal farmers and small fisherman who depend on fishing for consumption and sale. The livelihoods support will include seeds support, kitchen garden support, organic manure, fish seedlings and feed for pisciculture. All the livelihoods support will enable us to reach 3,700 vulnerable families including enrolled/sponsored families.

· Medical supplies support to PHC and Frontline workers will help strengthen local health system to manage and prevent COVID19. Since, the social distancing was not followed during the evacuation process, there are chances of increase in covid 19 cases in the affected communities. We propose to support at least one PHC and its frontline workers with necessary medical supplies and protective kits.
· Education Support: ChildFund proposes to provide education stationery items to children who can continue to use at home for their education continuity purpose. Th education kit will have all the needed stationery items along with activity materials to keep children engaged at their home settings. 
3. Estimated Budget:
The estimated budget for the response is USD 162,500. 
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A report from Katihar said that railway bridge number 133 in Barsoi-Kisanganj section of Katihar division of North East Frontier Railway has been badly damaged in flood. 
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Soil under the track of the bridge has caved in, it said. 


The ECR CPRO said that along with cancellation of 33 trains yesterday, Demu service between Samastipur and Raxual and the Gaya-Kamakhya Express were cancelled today due to the floods.End of Document[image: image2.png]
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