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■ Point of Contacts 

Name Benjamin Musuhukye Organization / Title Reach the Children-

Rwanda (RCR) 

E-mail benmu@rcrirwanda.org   Phone +250785689864 

 

■ Part 1: Overall Situation 
 

〮 Situation in the country (Target area)  

.  

 The epidemic is only concentrated in Kigali, the capital city of Rwanda and the reason for this 

is because its near Kigali International Airport where most of the victims are got from after 

disembarking from international travels mostly from infected countries. 

 As of 20 March 2020, Rwanda has tested 1,200 samples and have found 17 people positive of 

corona virus 

 These 17 people affected with Covid 19 are being treated in medical facility called Kanyinya 

hospital in Kanyinya sector, Nyarugenge district, which is a few kilometers from the City center 

along the Kigali- Musanze road. 

 The first positive case was recorded on Saturday, March 14, 2020.  Ever since, more positive 

cases have been reported except for March 19, where no new case was reported. 900 people 

had been tested before the first positive case was recorded. 

 Rwanda has suspended all commercial passenger flights from and to Kigali for 30 days starting 

Friday midnight (20 March 2020) in a bid to curb the fast-spreading coronavirus in the country. 
Initially, RwandAir had suspended flights to and from China —the first country in the world to 

be hit by Covid-19—, Israel and India, a decision that was taken few days before confirmed 

cases were reported in Rwanda. 

 The ministry of Health and Rwanda Biomedical Center have amidst corona outbreak taken 

samples from suspected people on different key entry points of the country as well as hospitals 

and then sent to the Kigali-based National Reference Laboratory which conducts the testing.  

 The authorities are also quarantining other suspected people in their homes where their 

contacts are taken and told to self-quarantine themselves for a period of 14 days.  

 The medical authorities are also using the method tracing back on all the people who got into 

contact with the suspected person who turns positive for testing and are quarantined as well.  

 All schools nursery, Early Childhood Development centers, primary and secondary schools, 

universities and all tertiary institutions were closed on Monday 9 march 2020 for two weeks. 

Also, religious churches, Mosques, weddings and any other private gatherings which have 

more than 15 people have been closed as well.  

 

 The general public has been requested to refrain from engaging in activities that involve large 

crowds of people like meetings, markets and also limit their movements as possible. 

Organizations have also been advised to reduce staff present at offices as possible and 

encouraged to work from their homes. 

 For public transportation, government has decided for buses to avoid taking many passengers 

and no passenger should travel while standing. All passengers must travel by bus while seated.  
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 The preventive practice of hand washing is highly by everyone so as to keep the hands washed 

most of the times and every office or business premises including markets are mandated to have 

hand washing machine (kandagira Ukarabe) and hand sanitizers on the entrance for people to 

wash their hands when accessing these premises. 

 Through personal observations, when government closed most crowded facilities and schools, 

there was general panic and most individuals and business communities had started taking 

advantage of the population by overly increasing prices of goods and services. Government 

quickly intervened and who was found having overpriced their commodities as a result of 

corona virus will be punished. Because people where challenged not to take advantage of the 

situation and increase prices. 

 Despite the problems of Corona virus having entered the country, there is no special security 

concern reported so far and the security situation remain normal throughout the country. 

 

■ Part 2: Organization’s Response or Plan for response 
 

Although our project area is not yet affected, RCR needs to be proactive and be part of the community 

and supplement governments efforts in the intensified sensitization of the general public throughout the 

country. We don’t want to be caught unaware because it’s a matter of time to get victims in our area if 

we remain silent.  RCR needs to do the following; 

1. To sensitize the public especially in the project area of the covid-19. Hold door to door 

awareness campaigns. In these campaigns, RCR will provide easy to read posters in 

communities and these will be written in the local language. 

2. Partner with the local leadership in the provision of urgent equipment like infrared 

thermometers (to the various health centers and health posts as well as to our volunteers in the 

cell), soap, kandagira ukarabe, face masks, hand sanitizers and more to be used in the project 

area and beyond. RCR will work closely with Health Centers and health post centers. 

3. Provide Covid- 19 Prevention kits to the volunteers who will in turn supply them to the 

community like face mask, sanitizers and small booklets on information of the virus. 

4. Train volunteers and equip them to continue engaging the communities on better preventive 

measures 

5. In some exceptional cases provide water to those communities without water for hand washing.  

〮 Security and Logistics  

The security situation remains normal, The Kigali residents have continued to carry out their business 

especially private ones. Large organization’s like banks and hotels have reduced number of hours open 

to the public as well as reducing their number of staff working per day. The staffs are working in shifts 

and others are working from their homes. Some hotel chains like Camelia have closed some centers 

and concentrated on fewer ones near the city center. People are encouraged to stay at homes if they 

don’t have serious businesses to do that would expose them to public. There is no security deployment 

so far in regard to Corona virus outbreak in the country. 

Because of scarcity of hygienic equipment like hand sanitizers, there was a danger of selling fake ones 

or over pricing the already ones. The government has put caution on whoever is exploiting the citizens 

and will be penalized by the competent courts of law. 

 

 

 

 

〮 Partnership and Coordination 



RCR’s response will be in partnership with the government of Rwanda through the district of 

Nyabihu in this intervention. However, any kind of response in regards to Covid 19 is ultimately 

coordinated by the Ministry of Health and the Rwanda Biomedical Center mainly but in 

collaboration with the following ministries and departments  

1. Ministry of local government 

2. Kigali City Council 

3. Rwanda National Police 

4. Rwanda Civil Aviation Authority 

5. Immigration and Emigration department 

6. Rwanda Investigation Bureau 

 


