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Environment and Climate Change



Some predictions due to climate change

• Children are among the most vulnerable in humanitarian situations 
caused by catastrophic environmental events. 

• An escalation in child mortality in children under five, caused by an 
increase in the top five causes of child death.

• It is predicted climate change will cause a 20 percent increase in the 
number of malnourished children by 2050.

• Increased migration as a result of declining resource availability, 
water scarcity, as well as rising sea levels. There may be as many as 
200 million additional ‘environmental refugees’ by 2050. 



“We children are doing this to wake the adults up. We children are 
doing this for you to put your differences aside and start acting as you 

would in a crisis. We children are doing this because we want our hopes 
and dreams back.”

ChildFund listens to children



Climate Change links to EVAC

• Causes humanitarian disasters
• One of the main threats to children and causes of child protection

risks
• Lack of water and fertile land lead to conflicts
• Disasters put children on the move
• Droughts lead to child labour and trafficking
• Climate refugees

• An underlying cause for everything we are fighting to combat, it is 
integral to all of our work (child protection, health, education, 
livelihoods, WASH)



Summary

• Strategically consistent
• Towards a safe world for children
• Highlights issues children care about
• One of the main causes of child protection issues
• DRR – increased focus on adaptation and preparing communities (prevent what we

can and prepare for the rest) / addresses threats to their lives, safety and well-being
• Improves our work

• Cross-cutting
• We can easily upscale environmental aspects – why wouldn’t we?

• Raises more funds
• Leveraging interest of donors
• Aligned with government focus
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”It is still not too late to act. It will take a far-reaching vision, it 
will take courage, it will take fierce, fierce determination to act 

now, to lay the foundations where we may not know all the 
details about how to shape the ceiling. In other words, it will 

take cathedral thinking. I ask you to please wake up and make 
changes required possible”



Programmatic examples of what we do

• Child Centered DRRM
• Climate change adaptation
• Green Schools
• Climate resilient livelihoods
• Renewable energy
• Agroecology
• Land closure
• Afforestation
• Children in a Changing Climate Coalition



Programmatic examples of what we could do 
differently
Every intervention is done as environmentally smart as possible

• Youth club activities
• School curricula and digital messages
• Woodlots
• Awareness raising
• Use renewable energy by default
• Income generating activities
• Child Friendly Accountability
• Advocacy



Summary

• Strategically consistent
• Improves our work
• Raises more funds

• We think there is momentum and time to act - great
possibilities await!



Key Asks

• A commitment to consider E&CC in the next
ChildFund Alliance strategic plan 

• A ChildFund Alliance Position Paper on Environment 
and Climate Change
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