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Overview of Joining Forces 

In June 2017, six of the largest international child-focused agencies met in Bellagio, Italy, and pledged to 

join forces to accelerate the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for children. 

The six agencies are ChildFund Alliance, Plan International, Save the Children, SOS Children’s Villages, 

Terre des Hommes and World Vision. By joining forces, our vision is to make a significant contribution to 

the well-being of children through two initiatives: Child Rights Now and Ending Violence against 

Children.  

 

Child Rights Now!  

Rationale 

In the last 25 years, the world has made unprecedented strides towards realizing the right of children to 

survive and thrive. There have also been major gains in securing children’s rights in other areas. 

However, there is an urgent and unfinished agenda. The SDGs provide a powerful framework for the full 

realization of these rights. However, at a time when States should be redoubling efforts, many are 

stepping away from their responsibility for children´s rights. Some States are actively undermining the 

rights of the child, especially of child migrants and members of minority groups. There is a real risk that 

this backlash will erode the progress made for children, and jeopardize achievement of the SDGs. We 

urgently need to renew political commitments to child rights, both through the equitable 

implementation of the SDGs and through the reaffirmation and leverage of commitments to the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).  

Goals 

The 2019 goals for Child Rights Now are: 

 Strengthened accountability for the realization of child rights, reflected in SDG implementation 

process and UNCRC reporting. 

 Renewed commitment to child rights at the 30th anniversary of the UNCRC (2019) reflected in a 

new call to action to leave no child behind.  

 Increased meaningful participation of children in the decisions that affect their lives, reflected in 

strengthening existing national child rights forums and bodies and in the approach taken to 

consultations and other Child Rights Now activities at the national and international level.  

Main activities for 2019 

A global report on the State of Child Rights will be launched in the spring of 2019 to mark the 30th 

Anniversary of the UNCRC. Currently, ChildFund is collaborating at the country level to contribute to the 

report, which will be launched globally at several high-level sessions. 
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Initial Focus Countries 

Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Colombia, Guatemala, India, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, 

Nepal, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Senegal, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Uganda and Zambia (ChildFund 

presence countries in bold) 

 Child Rights Now countries have been established based on a review of existing child-focused 

agency presence, collaboration and activities on SDGs/child rights. 

ChildFund Alliance Focal Point for Child Rights Now 

Yukiko Yamada, Director of Programs, Educo 

 

Ending Violence against Children  

Rationale 

With the adoption of SDG 16.2, the global community has called for the urgent elimination of all forms 

of violence against children.  

Goals 

The goals of Joining Forces to End Violence against Children are to substantially reduce violence against 

children by: 

 mobilizing and listening to millions of children – especially the most marginalized, on their daily 

experiences and reflections on violence, abuse and neglect and support innovative solutions 

that they propose to address root causes and adverse cultural norms; 

 

 mobilizing national platforms of actors from across society to listen to these experiences, 

understand the lessons learned and promote the adoption, funding and execution of successful 

policies and practices for the prevention of violence and abuse. In this way, we will jointly hold 

governments to account for the elimination of violence and abuse.  

Initial Focus Countries 

El Salvador, Indonesia, Mexico, the Philippines and Uganda 

 The country list will be expanded in the coming years.  

 Joining Forces members are meeting regularly at the country level to develop these work plans. 

ChildFund Alliance Focal Point for Ending Violence against Children 

Paul Bode, Vice President for Global Programs, ChildFund International 

 

 


