
 

 

 
 
 

2019 as a Milestone Year toward achieving a world where all children live free 
from violence and exploitation 

 

Background 

In the lead-up to the 2015 adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), ChildFund Alliance 

members promoted the inclusion of target 16.2- End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of 

violence against and torture of children and related targets to end violence against children. Now we are 

committed to taking action to realize these targets. Within the ChildFund Alliance Strategic Plan 2016-

2021, our first strategic priority is to “Advance SDG target 16.2 and related targets through global, 

regional and national advocacy and engagement.”  

In 2019, the United Nations High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) will include an in-depth examination of 

three SDGs that contain targets relevant to ChildFund’s advocacy priority to end all forms of violence 

against children: 16, 8 and 4. 2019 also marks the 30th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of 

the Child (CRC).  The 2019 HLPF will be the first since the SDGs were agreed by all Member States that 

will be held at Head of State level. 

Opportunities for ChildFund Alliance 

Since 2019 will be a milestone year as both the 30th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of 

the Child and the SDG targets related to violence against children offer a unique opportunity for 

ChildFund to mobilize across the Alliance in support of our shared priorities.  

Two existing Alliance-wide initiatives can be leveraged in support of this work.  

Small Voices, Big Dreams (SVBD) 

Launched in 2010, SVBD is a survey of children’s voices that aims to generate awareness of 

children’s perspectives and experiences. To date, it had primarily been used for communications 

purposes. In 2019, it has the potential to be a powerful tool for advocacy and awareness-raising 

around the global review of Target 16.2.  

Child-friendly Accountability  

Building on our strong contributions to the positioning of SDG Target 16.2 within the 2030 

Agenda (the SDGs), we have developed our child-friendly accountability initiative to support 

implementation of Target 16.2. The project equips young people with the knowledge and skills 

to engage governments and other stakeholders, participate in decision-making and planning, 

and take action to strengthen child protection systems. In July of 2019, when the global 

community convenes to review SDG 16 in depth, we want to ensure that the review highlights 

the importance of Target 16.2 and that young people are engaged in this critical UN process. 
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Two areas of external opportunities can also be explored further: 

1. Joint initiatives of child-focused agencies: Joining Forces to End Violence against Children and 

Child Rights Now.  

2. ChildFund engagement in official SDG Review Processes including the Voluntary National 

Reviews, Regional Forums for Sustainable Development and the HLPF. 

Preparing for 2019 

In April 2018, the Alliance Program Committee, Communications and Marketing Committee and 
Advocacy Task Force will meet in Vietnam. The meeting provides an important opportunity to 
plan and coordinate efforts around a clear set of actions and objectives to advance our 
advocacy priorities for 2019.  

 

 Objectives for our joint action include: 

 Call attention to 2019 as a milestone year in the movement to ensure that all children 
are free from violence and exploitation. 

 Raise awareness about the 30th anniversary of the CRC and the work left undone. 

 Elevate the voices of children within the national, regional and global SDG review 
processes. 

 Position ChildFund as a strong advocate and champion for 16.2.  

 

The table below presents a timeline of key products and UN processes to be incorporated into 
this planning process.   

 

Date ChildFund product/ UN process / Joint product of child-focused agencies 

May 2018 Child-friendly Accountability Initial Impact Report 

July 2018 High-Level Political Forum 

November 2018- 

May 2019 

Governments conduct Voluntary National Reviews (review of the SDGs at 
the national level) with inputs from different stakeholder groups, 
including CSOs and children. 

January 2019 SVBD launch 

March-May 2019 Regional Forums for Sustainable Development (review of the SDGs and 
the VNRs at the regional level) 

April 2019 Child-focused agencies launch Child Rights Now Flagship Report in the 
lead-up to the 30th Anniversary of the CRC 

May 2019 Child-friendly Accountability Impact Report 

May 2019 Advocacy briefing document that combines the key findings of 
SVBD/Child-friendly Accountability 

July 2019 High-Level Political Forum 

September 2019 Head of State and Government session of the HLPF 

November 2019 30th Anniversary of the CRC 

 

https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/299-joining-forces-to-accelerate-the-implementation-of-the-sdgs-for-children?highlight=WyJqb2luaW5nIiwiJ2pvaW5pbmciLCJmb3JjZXMiLCJmb3JjZXMnIiwiZm9yY2VzJywiLCJqb2luaW5nIGZvcmNlcyJd

