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Policy Objective Option 1: Anti-bullying 
 
What problem are we addressing and what do we want to achieve?  

1. Problem statement: Children continue to experience a wide range of violence in and around 
schools, including bullying and cyberbullying. Children face discrimination driven by social norms 
and community perceptions about gender conformity, sex, or other perceived differences and as a 
result may be more vulnerable to violence and abuse. Other perceived or actual differences among 
children may also elevate violence in and around schools.* (See also Summary of Key Policy Issues – 
Safe Learning Environments.) 

  
1. Policy objective: To increase the safety of learning environments, ChildFund Alliance (CFA) will work 

to ensure children’s learning environments reject all forms of bullying and cyber-bullying, 
including violence driven by gender norms and exclusion. 

 
How will we do this and how prepared are we to do this?  

2. Desired outcomes: The following three, mutually-reinforcing outcomes would help to achieve the 
above-stated policy objective. CFA could select one or more of these outcomes. The actions 
included under each outcome are an indicative list and were informed by the findings of the Country 
Survey.  
 
a. Outcome 1. National governments strengthen legislative and policy frameworks to prevent all 

forms of bullying and cyberbullying.  
• CFA uses existing global platforms and events, such as the International Day against 

Violence and Bullying at School including Cyberbullying to press national governments for 
concrete action and commitment to build effective national responses to bullying, including 
legislative reforms that prohibit all forms of bullying and cyberbullying.  

 
b. Outcome 2: Schools adopt community-wide approaches that engage parents and communities 

in promoting non-violent behavior and safe environments. 
• CFA supports the delivery of curricula and school-based, violence prevention strategies, 

that promote positive social norms and gender equality, such as the Good School Toolkit.  
• CFA works with schools to strengthen school-based support and child protection services 

for survivors of violence, particular for marginalized children.  
 

c. Outcome 3: Communities, families and children take action to promote positive social norms 
and gender equality to ensure that learning environments are safe spaces for all students. 
• CFA works with children to establish child-friendly mechanisms to report incidents of 

bullying, online and offline, using a range of pathways, including technological tools, 
telephone hotlines, or peer-to-peer networks. 

• CFA establishes and strengthens parent, teacher and student associations—or other 
accountability mechanisms powered by young people’s participation—to promote policy 
uptake and enforcement at school-level. 

                                                            
* Safe to Learn, Ending Violence in and Through Schools, 2015. https://www.end-
violence.org/sites/default/files/paragraphs/download/STL%2015.pdf  

https://events.unesco.org/event?id=International_conference_on_school_bullying3707109949&lang=1033
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/dayagainstschoolviolenceandbullying
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/dayagainstschoolviolenceandbullying
https://raisingvoices.org/good-school/
https://www.end-violence.org/sites/default/files/paragraphs/download/STL%2015.pdf
https://www.end-violence.org/sites/default/files/paragraphs/download/STL%2015.pdf
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• CFA rolls out a global, digital marketing campaign that amplifies the voices of 
children/adolescents to help children and families challenge social, cultural and gender 
norms that justify violence, learn how to stay safe online and how to report bullying online 
and offline. 

 
3. Branding opportunities and capacities: Branding opportunities center on the digital marketing 

campaign and engaging with global events and platforms. CFA “ready-made” capacity relates to 
supporting the delivery of curricula and school-based, promoting violence prevention strategies, 
working with children to establish child-friendly mechanisms; and working with children to promote 
policy uptake. Scale up needs may relate to ensuring responses to survivors of violence and rolling 
out a digital marketing campaign. 

 
Who are the relevant stakeholders?  

4. Targets and allies: Positive or improved actions from a range of targets will be needed to reduce the 
threat of bullying and ensure survivors have the support they need. Equally, a number of agencies 
and organizations are playing a prominent role in tackling the threat of bullying and cyber bullying 
and thus would serve important allies and partners.  

 
 Targets Allies 

Outcome 1. Law 
and policy 
reform 

National-level policymakers and 
line ministries 

UN agencies, including UNICEF and UNESCO; 
global networks, the Global Partnership to End 
Violence Against Children and the Global 
Partnership for Education; other civil society, 
particularly at national level. 

Outcome 2. 
Violence 
prevention in 
schools 

Schools, educators and school 
staff, national-level line ministries 
including education authorities. 

As in Outcome 1 and also civil society with 
school-based violence reduction experience like 
Raising Voices. 

Outcome 3. 
Engaged 
families and 
children 

Children and their families, 
schools, educators and school 
staff 

As in Outcome 1 and also in-country child 
protection actors and education experts. 
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