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Introduction 
 
Country/Location: Republic of Moldova 
Title:  Assisting refugees from Ukraine in Moldova 
Situation Report No.: 3 
 
 

General overview 
 
Since February 24th until April 7th, 4,382,316 people have fled Ukraine, that is more than a quarter of the 
population of Ukraine, and around 7,14 million have been displaced internally within the country (UNHCR).  
 
Most people found refuge in Poland (39%), Moldova (27%) 
and Romania (20%) and the most frequent places of origin 
are Kyiv (20%), Mykolaiv (15%) and Odesa (14%). Most 
people who flee from Ukraine (81%) are traveling with 
children from 0-18 years of age, and 39% are women 
traveling alone.  
In particular, the number of people who have crossed the 
border of the Republic of Moldova stands at 406,611, 
making the hosting country the one with the highest number 
of refugees per capita, that is with 412 refugees per 10,000 
inhabitants. 65% of those seeking refuge are women and 
36% are children. It is estimated that 140,000 children have 
crossed the border of Moldova and 36,000 are staying in the 
country.  
95,731 refugees are staying in Moldova at the moment, while others want to continue their journey to other 
countries such as Germany and Romania.  
 
For those who decide to stay in Moldova, there are 100 RACs, 34 of which are in Chisinau, with 8,957 places 
available. Currently, 4,120 places are being used, leaving 4,837 places still available. It is estimated that around 
1,700 refugee women currently in Moldova are pregnant and 570 are expected to deliver in the next 3 months. 
It is also expected that 2% of children would travel to Moldova unaccompanied or would be separated.  
 



 

 

Overview of WeWorld/ChildFund response  
 

 
 
WeWorld/Child Fund Alliance response focuses on the most 
urgent needs of the population on the move, especially children 
and women.  
In particular, together with the local partner CCF, WeWorld is 
setting up Child-Friendly Safe Spaces (CSS) in several RACs in 
Chisinau and Criuleni.  
The plan is to cover the whole Criuleni District in cooperation 
with the local partner CCF and local authorities. The District, on 
April 7th counts 1,048 refugees, around 50% being hosted in 6 
Refugees Accommodation Centers and 470 being children. 
WeWorld has started to set up a Child-Friendly Safe Spaces CSS 
in the Tabara Cristiano RAC in Criuleni, hosting 73 refugees 
including 23 children.  
 
Anastasia and her 3 years old daughter Erika, fled from Odessa, 
and are now hosted in the Tabara Cristiano RAC in Criuleni 
where they live in room of a former summer camp complex that 
is now used as a shelter.  
 

 
 
 
 
Food distributions with packages especially for children are regularly 
ongoing with around 400 children served per week, thanks to the 
collaboration with the local partner Katalyst. Distribution are 
organized weekly on Wednesday and Friday in different locations of 
the town and serve a growing number of families in need living in 
private houses. On April 9th 2.400 families were registered and 
received food packages. WeWorld is supporting with adapted food 
package for Children from 2 to 12 containing a small educational toy 
(such as pencils, etc.). Food distributions for kids are also 
accompanied by protection activities assessing the psychosocial 
condition. 



 

 

 
 

SECTIONS BELOW ARE FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 
 

1. Security & logistics 
WeWorld has appointed one expatriate Head of Operations based in Moldova from 15 March. 
The airspace over the Republic of Moldova has reopened and Chișinău Airport is functional. 
The security conditions are at the moment good in Moldovia.  
One local staff has been appointed to support in logistics and administration and a local office rented in Chisinau 
as ChildFund base in the country. Two more local staff have been selected: one PM and education expert and 
one interpreter and possibly admin. This second person is a young woman refugee from Ukraine (Odessa), fluent 
in English.  
EDUCO has deployed a field mission of 3 people to Moldova to run an assessment and support WeWorld team 
for one week. 
WeWorld official registration in the country is in process and expected soon, with the support of UNHCR and a 
local lawyer. 
 

2. Partnership and coordination 
WeWorld has signed a Memorandum of Understanding for food distribution to kids with the local organization 
Katalyst managing a food business incubator in Riscova (around 40km from Chisinau).  
WeWorld has also signed an agreement with a second local partner CCF Moldova – children, communities, 
families in order to provide PSS services to children and women in RACs. 
Moreover, WeWorld/ChildFund Alliance activities are included and monitored in UNHCR Response Plan for 
Moldova, available for monitoring here: 
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDJiNGVkZmUtZGFiMS00YmNmLWJhZmYtNjgxZTIwMGVmODMyIiwidC
I6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSection  
 

Program  
WeWorld keeps contributing to UNHCR Response Plan in Moldova, consequently the planned actions have been 
shared and approved at sectoral clusters level. 
In a first phase, WeWorld/CFA response in Moldova will focuses on the support to people hosted in refugee 
centers (RAC) on protection, education in emergency, food and non-food items provision and multipurpose cash 
transfer. 
Protection & Education 
Psychosocial support will be provided alongside the creation of child-friendly safe spaces (CSS) to offer welcome 
respite from the stress of escaping war. Educational activities (language courses) will also target both children 
and adults (parents and caregivers) and sensitization sessions on relevant topics (child rights, GBV prevention, 
refugee rights, etc. ) will be organized for parents. 
Food & Non-Food Items 
Food and other basic goods are provided to families arriving at the transit centres, with particular attention 
given to children and babies who need baby food, formulas, diapers and so on. Distribution sites will spring up, 
providing weekly food boxes to refugee families, with special boxes called “Happy Kit(d)s” for kids including, 
beside food, also pencils and other recreational materials. 
Multipurpose cash transfer 
Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance during the stay in the center, meeting basic needs not covered by in-kind and 
assistance provided by the centers (calculated per family per week of stay).  
Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance at departure from the center (since this are mainly transit centres to other 
destinations in Europe), aiming at covering needs for transportation, food and other basic needs during the 
journey (calculated as a one-off transfer per person).  
Activities include monitoring by WeWorld CVA (Cash&Voucher Assistance) and M&E experts.  
WASH 
Distribution of hygiene products based on contingent refugees' needs sheltered in the RACs. 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDJiNGVkZmUtZGFiMS00YmNmLWJhZmYtNjgxZTIwMGVmODMyIiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSection
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDJiNGVkZmUtZGFiMS00YmNmLWJhZmYtNjgxZTIwMGVmODMyIiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSection


 

 

Inside the center a distribution point, open on daily basis, will be established where individuals can have 
access to personalized items. Awareness raising-activities on hygiene behaviors in collective space. In 
particular, ad-hoc hygiene sessions for kids are part of their daily routine. Messages also focuses on Covid-19 
and other transmissible diseases and preventive measures. 
 
 

3. Funds and funding needs 
WeWorld has secured funds with own resources for the kick-off phase including the initial need assessment. 
UNHCR asked to update the RRP for Moldova until the end of the year. WeWorld is contributing to this extended 
plan and is reviewing it need assessment in agreement with local partners. 
 

Sector of 
intervention 

Planned intervention in response to influx from Ukraine 

 
 

Beneficiaries 

Budgetary 
requirements 

in USD 

Protection (GBV, 
Child Protection, 

MHPSS, Legal 
Assistance) 

Equipement of Child Safe Space for PSS for children and 
women and recreational activities for children; 
Psychological consultations for women and 
children;Implementation and improvement of the 
Protection Information Management System for 
operationalizing a referral mechanism, protection 
monitoring and automatization of data analys;   
Security audit of the Protection Information 
Management System. 

8.750 948.690 

Accommodation & 
Transportation 
(Food Security; 

NFI; WASH) 

Weekly food box distribution program for vulnerable 
refugee families settled in Moldova, hosted by local 
families; NFI distribution and Water filters installation in 
1 RAC and in Centers offering services/distributing items 
to refugees hosted in local families 

4.800 495.000 

Education 

Mapping of needs of language courses: Romanian 
language classes for refugees (children and adults); 
Educational activities in Child Safe Spaces for children 
and adolescents; Inclusion of refugee children in the 
formal education system (including support to refugee 
children and to schools/teachers) 

12.643 465.100 

Inclusion & 
Livelhoods 

Assessment/profiling of refugees to identify employment 
needs/potential; set-up a job matching mechanism and 
referral of refugees to employment for 
profiles/vocational training course participants; 
vocational training program; support to businesses - 
grant & business; cash for work; incentives for refugees 
inclusion in the local job market 

800 1.500.000 

Cash 
Multipurpose cash for refugees and for hosting families 4.000 1.523.000 

 
TOTAL (in USD)  4.931.790 

 
Until now, WeWorld has been secured the 8.4% of the funds needed to cover the RRP for Moldova: 

- ChildFund Korea: 300.000 USD to cover the needs of 2 RACs with Child Safe Spaces, PSS, WASH and 
Cash Transfer. The project duration is 7 month and will start asap in April; 

- ChildFund Australia: 112.000 USD to cover the needs of 1 RAC with Child Safe Spaces, PSS and WASH. 
This project is supposed to start on April, 1st for a six months duration. 



 

 

 
Moreover, WeWorld is developing a Phase2 project for ChildFund Australia for around 150.000 USD. 
 

4. Media/Communications  
Frequent activity in social media in English and Italian. Please contact Andrea Comollo 
andrea.comollo@weworld.it  about related details.  
The Communication and Marketing (CMC) distribution list is being utilized for sharing media information and 
updates which are distributed both by ChildFund Deutschland and by We World. 
 

5.  Next steps 
WeWorld is discussing with UN agencies to cover the needs and funds assessed in the RRP. 
 
 

mailto:andrea.comollo@weworld.it
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