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General overview 

As of December 2022, more than 7.8 million people have escaped Ukraine in search of refuge. 
Nearly 700,000 have fled to Moldova since the beginning of the conflict, and there are more than 
95 thousand refugees currently registered in the country, the large majority being girls and 
women (60%) and children (49%) (UNHCR data). These people are mainly hosted in private 
accommodations (97%), but also in refugee accommodation centres set up by the Moldovan 
government,  

Although the national authorities and the people of Moldova have maintained a positive approach 
towards refugees, Moldova is likely to be one of the most affected countries by the conflict in 
Ukraine, not only because of its physical proximity to the war but also because of its inherent 
vulnerabilities as a small, landlocked country with close linkages to both Ukraine and Russia. 
The remaining influx of refugees will likely experience additional fiscal costs, decreasing resources 
for long-term development priorities. The large wave of refugees could also create a challenging 
socioeconomic environment on the medium term, as it is expected that more than 200,000 refugees 
will be staying in Moldova in 2023. Humanitarian support to Ukrainian refugees need to go hand 
in hand with integration and livelihood not only targeting the refugee population but also the 
most vulnerable groups within the host community in Moldova. 

With the arrival of the winter season, the number of people in need of humanitarian assistance 
is likely to further increase, as an additional influx of 40,000 refugees is expected due to winter-
related needs. Preliminary findings of a rapid winterization assessment show a lack of winter clothes 
and winter sleeping items (more than 50% of respondents), with people living in unfinished housing 
(18%). Data shows that currently 52,000 refugees and 229,000 Moldovans are in need of 
winterization items and support. 

 

Overview of WeWorld and ChildFund Alliance Response:  

WeWorld operates in Moldova adopting an integrated approach in the sector of Protection, 
Education, Food and Non-Food assistance, and Livelihoods and Inclusion with funding from:  

ChildFund Australia, ChildFund Korea, ChildFund Japan, ChildFund New Zealand, Educo 
and WeWorld. 

The interventions carried out since the outbreak of the conflict reached more than 9,000 
beneficiaries (children and women refugees) through: 

 Provision of psychosocial support through mobile teams, in a dedicated studio and in a 
community centre, in addition to the establishment of two child-friendly safe spaces within 
two refugee accommodation centres. Vulnerable refugees, especially women and children, 
could therefore get respite from the stress of escaping war. The number of beneficiaries 
reached is 5,000, including more than 3,000 children who enjoyed the services provided 
outdoor and in the child-friendly safe spaces.  

 Creation of two Child-friendly Safe Spaces in the refugee’s accommodation centres to 
meet children’s needs and improve psychosocial wellbeing. Trained educators will provide 
educational and recreational activities for children and adolescents to play, rest, interact, 
receive psychosocial support and strengthen their resilience. These are intended to support 
their ability to recover and overcome adversities.  

 Distribution of food and other basic goods to families, with particular attention given to 
children. WeWorld is currently operating in a dedicated distribution point serving about 7,000 
people weekly with food and basic goods coming mostly from local small producers to 
support Moldovan local economy. Moreover, refugees are actively involved in organizing and 
delivering food distributions, strongly fostering integration and social cohesion. 



 

 Distribution of 6.000 hygiene kits, including kits for women, men and children in refugee 
accommodation centres and in private accommodations, besides ensuring the provision of 
hygiene and cleaning products in these centres.  

 Organization of language courses and awareness-raising on specific topics (such us 
child rights, GBV prevention, refugees’ rights, etc.), targeting both children and adults 
(parents and caregivers). Even though refugees consider education a core priority, school 
attendance is low -especially in the range 6-17 years- since they prefer Ukrainian online 
classes.  

 A dedicated focus of the refugee response is put on strengthening livelihoods of refugees 
through fostering economic inclusion and access to essential services, to foster social 
cohesion between refugees and host communities. All activities take into consideration social 
cohesion and active involvement of refugee population together with host communities. 

 

Next steps:  
WeWorld team is in the field to respond to people’s needs. The organization is working on new 
proposals and concept notes for institutional donors to respond to the increasing humanitarian 
needs. 

However, winter has arrived with rapidly decreasing temperatures and according to the conducted 
needs assessment, an estimated additional 500,000 USD are urgently needed to scale up the 
ongoing activities and implement a winterization response in Chisinau and Criuleni districts of 
Moldova from December 2022 to March 2023 to support the most vulnerable children and their 
families. 

The funds needed would cover a winterization response consisting of:  

 Distribution of winter kits to 1,000 refugees to meet their basic needs and have means to 
cope with the additional challenges brought by the winter season. 

 Distribution of food and other basic goods for 6,000 vulnerable refugees hosted in private 
accommodations in Chisinau and Criuleni districts. 

 Psychosocial Support to children through the set-up of child-friendly safe spaces in the 
least served refugee accommodation centres in Chisinau for at least 3,000 children 
refugee, fully equipped and furnished, including light rehabilitation of structures and the 
assistance of animators and social workers. In an emergency context, children need to 
resume their daily routines in protected environments through the participation in regular and 
structured activities to regain a “sense of security”.  

 Inclusion of 1,000 children refugee in the Moldovan formal education system (including 
support to refugee children and to schools/teachers).  

 Vocational training programs for 500 refugees, coupled with profiling of the labour force 
and matching it with employment opportunities. The mechanism would include support to 
businesses, cash for work, and incentives for the inclusion of refugees in the local job market. 

  
 

Additional $500,000.00 USD is urgently needed to scale up and implement a 
winterization response for Ukrainian refugees. 
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